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● Pacific Power Paradox: 
Understanding Asia’s Global 
Influence
February 5, 2025

International Relations scholar Van Jackson 
discussed his recent book, Pacific Power 
Paradox: American Statecraft and the Fate of 
the Asian Peace, in this online talk. Jackson 

explored the “Asian Peace,” a period of relative stability in the 
Asia-Pacific region since 1979, and critically examined the United 
States’ role as both a stabilizing force and source of tension. 
CEAS Associate Director David Fields moderated. Co-sponsors: 
Institute for Regional and International Studies National Resource 
Center (IRIS NRC) • Havens Wright Center for Social Justice. 

● K-Drama School: Subway 
Sandwiches, Coffee and Korean 
Drama TV History
February 11, 2025

Visiting Assistant Professor of Korea Studies 
Grace Jung (UW– Madison) explored the 
draw of Korean television shows like Squid 
Game for global audiences. Jung con-

textualized the cultural juggernaut that is K-drama within the 
investments of large Korean food conglomerates as well as the 
legacy of American imperialism and Japanese colonization.

● Working in East Asia: A Panel 
Discussion
February 18, 2025

Panel discussion with professionals who have 
worked in various countries across the region 
including Korea, Japan, and Taiwan. Panelists 
shared their experiences across a wide range 
of sectors including the non-profit industry, 

government relations, business development and marketing, and 
educational consulting. CEAS Associate Director David Fields 
moderated. Panelists included: 
•	Kerry Clark, Executive Director, Japan-America Society 
	 of Wisconsin (JASWI). 
•	John Garnetti, Managing Director, Office of Business 
	 Engagement, UW–Madison. 
•	Zachary McLeod, Research Analyst, GiveWell.

● Grace Jung: K-Drama School
February 19, 2025

Visiting Assistant Professor of Korea Studies 
Grace Jung (UW–Madison) examined the cultural significance 
of Korean television by discussing her book, K-Drama School: A 
Pop Culture Inquiry Into Why We Love Korean Television. This was 
the third event that CEAS co-sponsored with the Wisconsin Book 
Festival for AY 2024–25. 

● East Asia Now: Political 
Upheaval in the Republic of Korea
February 25, 2025

Panel discussion featuring UW experts on 
the aftermath of former President Yoon 
Suk-yeol’s declaration of martial law and 
attempted coup. CEAS Associate Director 
David Fields moderated. Panelists included: 

•	Charles Kim, Director of Graduate Studies and Korea 
	 Foundation Professor of Korean Studies. 
•	Eunsook Jung, Assistant Dean in College of Letters and 
	 Science at UW–Madison and previous faculty associate in 
	 Department of Political Science (2016–20). 
•	Terence Roehrig, lecturer in Political Science and Professor 
	 Emeritus at the U.S. Naval War College.

● Teaching ESL in East Asia: 
Opportunities for Teaching Abroad 
Before and After Graduation
February 25, 2025

Panel discussion featuring UW experts 
on teaching opportunities in East Asia. 
Co-sponsors: English as a Second Language 
(ESL) Program • Department of Asian 

Languages and Cultures. CEAS Associate Director David Fields 
moderated. Panelists included: 
•	Karen Best, ESL Liaison to the Writing Center. 
•	Nathaniel Liedl, Intern Abroad Advisor and Program Manager. 
•	Mark Lilleleht, the UW–Madison’s Fulbright Coordinator. 
•	Joe Nosek, English as a Second Language Program Director.

● Legal Dimensions of Maritime 
Military Conflicts in East Asia
March 4, 2025

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs Kevin 
Kelly, also a retired Navy Reserve officer 
specializing in military operational law and 
international law issues, unpacked the South 
China Sea territorial dispute from the per-

spective of maritime law. Presented in partnership with the East 
Asian Legal Studies Center (EALSC).

● Chinese Badgers/Badgers in 
China: The University of Wisconsin 
and Chinese Student Athletes
March 10, 2025

Third in an annual spring history series 
celebrating the stories of Chinese students 
at UW–Madison. This year’s focus was on 
athletes and athletics in conjunction with the 

campus hosting of a special delegation of hockey coaches from 
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China. In collaboration with the Chinese Language & Culture 
Club (CLACC), the panel featured presentations by current 
students on their fellow Chinese badgers during the early 20th 
century, including Hsueh Hai Hsieh 薛学海, Class of 1919, Abby 
Shaw Mayhew 梅爱培, UW professor of physical training from 
1903–12, and Hwei Lan Chang 张汇兰, Class of 1926.

● Africa in Global China Imaginaries
March 12, 2025

A collaboration with the African Studies 
Program for the Africa at Noon series. 

Ignatius G.D. Suglo, assistant professor of Rhetoric & 
Communication Studies at the University of Richmond, engaged 
with the African presence in Chinese media from the 19th century 
to the present and their role in knowledge production, circulation, 
and worldmaking. The talk was held in-person and livestreamed.

● Legal Perspectives on China 
in the Global Economy
March 13, 2025

A collaboration with the East Asian Legal 
Studies Center (EALSC). The talk featured 
UW–Madison alum Phil Chritton who worked 
in China, including as legal counsel for UPS, 
and FGV São Paulo Law School professor 
Luciano Timm, who discussed China in the 
context of Brazil.

● Calling Out Feminists: Antifeminist 
Hijacking of Cancel Culture in 
South Korea
March 18, 2025

Professor Jinsook Kim (Emory University) 
explored the antifeminist appropriation of 
cancel culture in South Korea. Kim focused 
on the controversy surrounding the finger-

pinching motif, allegedly associated with Megalia, a now-defunct 
feminist online community. Co-sponsors: Department of 
Sociology • School of Journalism and Mass Communication.

● Tariffs, Dealmaking and Uncertainty 
in 2025: A live WisPolitics + 
WisBusiness “Talking Trade” Podcast
March 20, 2025

This panel discussed the tariffs, trade 
threats and new alliances roiling international 

markets. Hosts: Michael Best Strategies • Carroll University • 
Wisconsin Center for Manufacturing & Productivity • Support 
from CEAS. Co-hosts: Sandi Siegel, president of M.E. Dey, a 
customs broker and freight forwarder • Ken Wasylik of E.M. 
Wasylik, international business consulting. Joined by Carroll 
University experts: 
•	Tim Sullivan, former Bucyrus CEO, now dean of the Business 
	 School at Carroll University. 
•	Alexandra Sielaff, PhD, director of the Carroll MBA program 
	 and associate professor. 

● The History of Japanese 
Kamishibai and Animation
April 1–2, 2025

In these lectures, Tara McGowan looked at 
the emergence of kamishibai out of Edo-
period (1603–1868) magic-lantern shows and 
demonstrated how it continued to evolve as a 
form of animation in relation to early cinema. 

McGowan is an artist, storyteller, and Japan scholar.

● Connecting Japan’s Past 
and Present: YouTube as a Tool 
for Japan Studies. 
April 1, 2025
In this public lecture, Dr. Sachiko Kawai 
(University of Southern California) discussed 
how YouTube can help make people — both 
Japanese and English speakers across dif-

ferent age groups — more interested in Japanese history and 
better understand the intersections between past and pres-
ent. This talk was hosted with CEAS Scholars Across Wisconsin 
(SAW) affiliate Michelle Damian (UW–White Water).

● Changes Not Seen in a Hundred 
Years: Why Chinese Leaders are 
Bracing for a Historic Confrontation 
With the United States, How We Got 
Here and Can a Clash be Averted?
April 3, 2025   

David Rennie, British journalist and geo-
politics editor of The Economist, delivered a 
public lecture on U.S.-China relations and the 

prospect of a historic confrontation between these two coun-
tries. This talk was part of the CEAS Professional Series.

● The Korean War: A Local History
April 18, 2025   

Presenter Sheila Miyoshi Jager (Oberlin 
College) explored how the Korean civil 
conflicts between 1945 and 1949 were not 
merely a continuation of the legacy of colo-
nialism, but were largely driven by the forced 
displacement of Koreans following the divi-
sion at the 38th parallel. The experiences of 

those who fled south played a crucial role in shaping the violent 
ideological struggles of the post-liberation period and beyond. 

● Feather Satins and Orangutan 
Felts: A Material History of English 
Woolens in Qing China
April 25, 2025

Through the 18th and 19th centuries, mer-
chants from Europe, Russia, and America 
exported hundreds and thousands of lengths 
of European woolens to China. Independent 
scholar Rachel Silberstein explored the 

dynamics of textile reception through the Chinese names given to 
imported woolen fabrics and what they tell us about shifting under-
standings and valuations of this fibre in Chinese textile history.

Events Continued  
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● The Image Becomes You: 
Representation and ‘Self’-Discovery 
in Kinoshita Keisuke
April 28, 2025

Professor Emeritus Earl Jackson (University 
of California, Santa Cruz) lectured on 
Japanese cinema. He explored the affective 
relationship between images and the idea 

of the self in a number of Japanese films, including The Portrait 
(1948) and Here’s to the Young Lady (1949). 

● Xuanzang in Picturebooks: 
A Buddhist Exemplar for 
Modern Children
April 29, 2025

Natasha Heller (University of Virginia) deliv-
ered a talk on how picture book depictions of 
Xuanzang, the most famous monk in Chinese 
history, reclaim him as a model for modern 

children. She considered these depictions alongside other repre-
sentations of historical monks and within the context of lessons 
about Xuanzang in elementary textbooks.

2024–25 Scrapbook

 Sep 2024: Attentive audience at the 
CEAS annual fall reception.

 Oct 2024: Writer Bhuchung Sonam 
talks about contemporary Tibetan 
literature. See his event on page 12.

Feb 2025: Q&A at the 
popular Wisconsin Book 

Festival. This series is 
profiled in our feature 

story starting on pg 1.

 Feb 2025: Kerry Clark, Zach McLeod 
& John Garnetti engage after “Working 
in East Asia“ panel. See pgs 10 & 13.

 Sep 2024: Mooncakes at 
the Mid-Autumn Festival in 
Allen Centennial Garden. 
Highlighted on pg 10.

Apr 2025: Journalist 
David Rennie at an evening 

reception. More about his 
lecture on pgs 9 & 14.

For more photos check out 
CEAS on Facebook, X, and 
Instagram: @UWCEAS

 Apr 2025: Tara McGowan 
demonstrates kamishibai 
storytelling. More about 
her events on pg 14.

Jun 2025: CEAS Director 
Steve Ridgely hits the ice in 
Qiqihar, China. Feature story 
about the hockey exchange 
starts on pg 5. Jun 2025: Laurie Dennis 

(3rd from R) with members 
of a women’s hockey club in 
Qiqihar, China. 

Sep 2024: Celebration at 
25th anniversary of the 
Madison Tibet School. 

Nov 2024: Uluğ Kuzuoğlu examines 
Unicode’s origins from an East Asian 
perspective. More on pg 12. 

Mar 2025: Students participate in a 
panel on Chinese Badgers history. See 
event listing on pg 13 



CEAS began in 1962 as the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s East Asian Studies 
program, building on more than sixty years of research and teaching on China, 
Japan, Korea, Tibet, and Taiwan. Over the years, the center has grown from fewer 
than a dozen faculty members teaching thirty graduate-level courses to more than 
seventy faculty teaching nearly three hundred courses at both undergraduate 
and graduate levels. 

One of the eight federally-funded National Resource Centers at UW-Madison, 
CEAS is dedicated to all aspects of research, education, and outreach related to 
East Asia and to highlighting the connections between this region and Wisconsin.

CEAS
MISSION

Steven Ridgely	 Laurie Dennis 
Associate Professor of	 Assistant Director 
Modern Japan Studies	 ldennis@wisc.edu 
CEAS Director 
sridgely@wisc.edu 

David Fields	 Cherise Fung 
Associate Director	 Project Assistant 
dpfields@wisc.edu	 cfung5@wisc.edu

About CEAS

Our Staff

 F
IN

D
 O

U
T

 M
O

R
E

 A
T

ea
st

as
ia

.w
is

c.
ed

u

Front & back banner photos by Cade Campbell

The Center for East Asian 
Studies has three primary 
missions:

• Support the study of 
East Asia and its individual 
countries in a variety of 
disciplines and across 
disciplines.

• Foster a cohesive 
community for the study of 
East Asia on campus, in the 
UW system, and throughout 
the state of Wisconsin.

• Disseminate knowledge 
about East Asia to promote 
the education of UW 
students and cultural literacy 
concerning East Asia in 
Wisconsin.

CEAS also shares its 
resources locally, nationally, 
and internationally with 
members of the academic 
community as well as with 
public and private sector 
organizations and the 
general public.

Scan to sign up for 
our email newsletter


