CHINESE HIP HOP- “EXPRESSING IN RHYTHM & RHYME”
LESSON PLAN for 9% -12% Grade
(UNIT 1-lesson 1: Exploring Chinese Hip Hop and Rap)

Class/Age: 9"_12%" Grade
Lesson Time: 90 minutes

Leading Questions: How can music and poetry express cultural values and perspectives?
How are ways Chinese rap and hip hop can battle for social justice?
How do hip hop & rap explore positive relationships between East & West ?
How can rhythm or rhyme express culture and political ideologies?
What can you do with rap and hip hop to promote social themes that matter?

Objective: Students will be exposed to Chinese hip hop and rap forms and explore the
cultural underpinnings and history behind this culture.
Students will create their own rap forms in response to the social justice themes
this repertory developed.

Unit Critical Vocabulary: cadence, delivery, rap battle, timbre, tonal color, rhyme, alliteration,
assonance, call-and-response, backronym, hyperbole, double entendre, dialect,
tone, freestyle, beatbox, flow, griot

Content Standard:
> New York State Standard #1. Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts. Students
will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and performance in the art
> National Standard #2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of
music.
> National Standard #6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music
> National Standard #7: Evaluating music and music performances
ELA Standards:
> Standard RL: Craft instruction; determine meanings through figurative use of language.
> Standard L: Use of knowledge of language and conventions.
National Standards for Music: 2. Performing with voice, instrument, alone or with others, a varied
repertoire of music.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing and describing music.
9. Students will improvise with instruments and voice.

On Board: Objective worded as “How does the Chinese language showcase hip hop and rap in special
ways and how does this express cultural values?”

Do Now: Play @ Learn Chinese with Rap: "I want this/I want that" in Mandarin as warm-up to topic
with student participation.

Lower-order thinking prompts: How do different languages show meaning and express sound?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCib_KDeOWE

Higher-order thinking prompts: How might different languages or music express a social or political
message?

How does rap or hip-hop have the power to shape mood, tone, and aesthetic?

What other features in music and language express a cultural aesthetic and how?

Students turn and talk focusing on these prompts. Substantiate your hypotheses with supporting details
and back these up with secondary proofs speaking to actual linguistic elements
and sonic or musical features that might express culture and social messaging.

Students listen to @ Higher Brothers - Empire (Official Music Video) with rap lyric sheet below
and individual access for analysis exercise

Procedure:

1. Students identify a phrase from “Empire” and write an analysis of the message and how this
might relate to a similar message

2. Students jot down a summary of their analysis of the phrase and why they chose it

3. Teacher plays video of “Empire” inviting student discusson and shareout of individual
analyses

4. Students break into groups of four and choose one phrase to analyze further

5. Groups write their own 2-line phrase that expresses a similar idea and meaning to the phrase
chosen

6. Student groups improvise possible beats, rap versions, and hip hop melodies for their chosen
phrase

Ongoing Peer-to-Peer and Self Assessment in Instruction:
1. In pairs, students will evaluate the success of their own and their partners’ improvised work.
2. Small groups model their improvised phrases to small group, to teacher, and then finally in
selected share-backs to class.
3. Self-selected students perform for class and based on teacher assessment of individual group
work.
4. Class reflection on role of rap and hip hop in expression and Chinese culture.

Written Reflection: For homework, write a reflection of two well-reasoned coherent and substantiated
paragraphs on the underlying meanings and rhetoric of “Empire”.

Materials: Piano/keyboards, pitched percussion/drums, drumsticks, videos and Powerpoint of Chinese
rap and hip hop samples, selected video clips from “The Rap of China”;
https://www.ig.com/play/the-rap-of-china-2023-2023-7-24-267dgadpr84?lang=en_us, Rap Lyric Sheet
for “Empire”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grO-f46KSrg
https://www.iq.com/play/the-rap-of-china-2023-2023-7-24-267dgadpr84?lang=en_us

Rap Lyric Translation Sheet

black tee, uh black screen

=tee, uh EF

black hair black cat black eyes
BAR B ERIRE

A1 Everywhere is a VIP

A1 FIEE R =

| am a satellite higher than the earth
RERE—WHithRESHIE

Black Diamond yeah, AP

24 yeah, AP

Press the blast button to crash the enemy
RTIERIRA LT AR

Call Sean for an international meeting
BiEiT4ASeanF M EEE R

Check the account and check the exchange rate
Check— Tk BEERLE

Your boss wants to give me face

R ZRthth ELFE T

I do what | want is never limited

| do what | want MRS 524 {a] R il

The only way to get close to me is through TV
M AR EEM R EEET B0

I'm holding the ace of spades and tossing my braids
KEERA BERMNE T

Put a row of cameras in front of me
EHEEATE —HEEN

Show off my jewels pull my pants down

RIEH H B E B4 FHIAE



The style exuded in the bones

BFFEHRHEIL

Look where | am, there is the sexiest girl
MEHRENE BERA MR IL

We Higher Brothers like H-O-T F4 Beatles and B2K
F ' THigher Brothers{&H-0O-T F4 ## 3L+ #1B2K

EOD team Tiandihui MVP attack target like Flying Tigers
HEIRERRA Rithex MVP 3 X B #x like K ERA

Four Heavenly Kings Liming Aaron Kwok Jacky Cheung | want to be Andy Lau
MRXE 2200 SPEW KFER REL X34

| want to be Andy Lau, shoot a movie and release an album, put some pomade on my hair
BRELNNEE HEERTEAR LR AR
Put some pomade on my hair At three o'clock in the morning Lan Kwai Fong parked my Ferrari

AR EHRRAREERS R A EERERLR

| am brother, you are younger brother, we maintain a higher popularity in the entertainment industry

BREMRZNEERTULEEHRINRFEESAS

Hip-hop empire I'm snowballing bigger and bigger My peers are facing bankruptcy at any time

NERG 7 E 4 ERRBORB K H AR 1T hE R E I 21 P

Forget it, how old are you? Punchline hits you in the temple enough to knock you over
E 7B {RE2ZJ1.? Punchline TR {REIARFAIN B8 LL{REIH
It's enough to make you fall to the ground, as long as I'm with you, you won't be able to get up

R B LIREIM RERERIITEHRETE F

Don't have to expect anymore, the whole hip-hop market is occupied by us

TRBIEANT BOERH2MERNTHS



Like a tornado blowing to Mars

B RERNENEKE

Scratching to Mars, the signals received by aliens are all our rap music

FEKE HEANKBIMESHERNRSHBRIEST R

The target was very precise and they were locked on at Tongzilin's base
B AR IEE R AT AR AR MR A B th R th 1) B TE
black tee, uh black screen

Htee, uh EfF

black hair black cat black eyes

RA R RIERIRG

A1 Everywhere is a VIP

A1 B|H#RE R =

| am a satellite higher than the earth

BER—MLHESHNIE

Black Diamond yeah, AP
24 yeah, AP

Press the blast button to crash the enemy

R T REIRE AR

Call Sean for an international meeting

BiFT4H SeanF N EEEIL

Check the account and check the exchange rate



Check TlKFBEEILE

Your boss wants to give me face

fRESZ Rt th ZLHEF

| do what | want is never limited

| do what | want MEF Z{ERIFE

The only way to get close to me is through TV

P R B Ak R R AT B A

I'm holding the ace of spades and tossing my braids

BEERMA BBEENHET

Put a row of cameras in front of me

HEHEAME—HREN

Show off my jewels pull my pants down

IR H R E 1B FHIRE

The style exuded in the bones

BFEHRHEIL

Look where | am, there is the sexiest girl
MMEEEWE MEMERMERMLEIL
Wear a top hat like a cowboy

AL E K TR AR 4 1F

See us go out, trash, go away

B FATH M SRA TR EFF



Man, Man Han banquet as an appetizer

A, X ERE ST IER

Lafite in 1982 served with prime steak

NI ERS E TR A4 HF

Pour into a crystal glass

123 7K & I I AR

Tipping two bottles for the price of one

—HRERIM IR A FHRR /TR

This is Tong Zilin's less playful style, you will definitely arrange it for you when you see it
X R IFAREMITL DRI R IREER T EX AR T HEEI
Arrangements are in place and never backsliding to drive consumption in the regional economy

THEEIL MFER Hah X255 #H 5%

earn more

mis%

Like the little cooperation between Jordan and Pippen

LikeFF 1R ZH/NEES

The keyboard man is still typing Enter
RESEETFHEELF

The diamond on the wrist watch is too flashy to see what time it is now

FFEFREFHARANFFN FE NE JLR

24 hours is not enough

24 hoursA~% A



I'm the biggest hole in the system
ERRGEHZAMRR
no time no time and world tour no time

BREZE REE CAERKEREE

It's useless for you to learn my style of dressing because you're not me

REERIZFENIEEER ENRTRHATURER

It's useless, when | exist, it’s the first choice, don't prepare for plan B

RER LABEFE AREERTALR M planB

| can't get through the phone, I'm not in the service area, I'm working on a new album in the recording studio
BIETTE FERSE ZEMEMEHLTE

black tee, uh black screen
P2tee, uh EFRF

black hair black cat black eyes
B R BRI RIRES

A1 Everywhere is a VIP
A1 ZIER B B =

| am a satellite higher than the earth
KR Mk EESHIE

Black Diamond yeah, AP
24 yeah, AP

Press the blast button to crash the enemy
T IRBIR A LA R

Call Sean for an international meeting
BiE$T4A SeanFF M EE R

Check the account and check the exchange rate
Check TKFBEEILE

Your boss wants to give me face
RPZERM L ELEEF

| do what | want is never limited
| do what | want MEFRZ{ERIFR#



The only way to get close to me is through TV
FNE L EE B ik R @ R

I'm holding the ace of spades and tossing my braids
KEERA BERMET

Put a row of cameras in front of me

AR EATE — BB

Show off my jewels pull my pants down
KB B E B FHIRE

The style exuded in the bones
BFFEHRHEIL

Look where | am, there is the sexiest girl
MREREWME MERERIERAERIL



