
 

East Asia in the Upper Midwest Library 
Program 
2026 Application Information 

Fostering a better understanding of East Asia and its peoples is part of the core mission of the Center for 
East Asian Studies (CEAS) at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. To further this mission, CEAS, in 
partnership with the Cooperative Children’s Book Center (CCBC) and the Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction (DPI) Public Library Development Team, created the East Asia in Wisconsin Library 
Program. In 2026, this program became the East Asia in the Upper Midwest Library Program, funded 
by the Henry Luce Foundation, and with an expanded focus to include Southeast Asia and the Asian 
American experience. The initiative supports collection development and programming at public libraries 
that will enrich understanding of East and Southeast Asia in local communities across the Upper Midwest, 
especially including Wisconsin and its bordering counties.  

CEAS Grant Information 

Grants of up to $3,000 are available to public libraries, including school libraries, for: 

●​ the purchase of East and Southeast Asia-related materials to augment library collections; 
●​ Programming including, but not limited to: book club materials and programming, and hosting 

talks and lectures related to East and Southeast Asia, etc. 
●​ Staff time is not an allowable grant expense 

Allowable grant fund expenditures: 

●​ Materials 
○​ Books--any format 
○​ Films--any format 
○​ Other materials for circulation 

●​ Program expenses including  
○​ Multiple book copies (and formats) for book club kits 
○​ Honoraria for guest speakers/subject experts/performers 
○​ Marketing costs for advertising programs 

 

https://hluce.org/


 
○​ Take-away craft kit materials 

Any proposals that advance the broader mission of CEAS will be considered.  

Additional details: 

●​ Funds will be awarded to successful applicants on a reimbursement basis. Libraries can submit 
invoices to CEAS for reimbursement. Purchases and expenses should be completed by December 
1, 2026, and checks for reimbursement should be expected within 4-6 weeks. 

●​ Any questions regarding the application process should be directed to CEAS Assistant Director 
Laurie Dennis (ldennis@wisc.edu).  

●​ A list of suggested materials created for the Center for East Asian Studies is below. By no means 
is this list exhaustive. Please be creative and select materials and/or plan programs that are right 
for your community. CEAS Assistant Director Laurie Dennis (ldennis@wisc.edu) is happy to 
consult with you on matters such as book selection, identifying experts/speakers, program ideas, 
etc. 

Evaluation criteria 

Application materials will be evaluated on these criteria: 

●​ To ensure diversity in funding, CEAS will prioritize giving funding to libraries across counties, 
with a wide range of populations served. 

●​ Demonstrated need to diversify the library collection and/or program offerings. 
●​ Libraries which received funding in previous cycles are eligible to apply. 

Application 

To apply, please fill out an application THROUGH THIS GOOGLE FORM. 
 
 

East Asian Materials 2026 Listing 
In collaboration with the Cooperative Children’s Book Center (CCBC) and CEAS faculty, we have 
created the following listing of East Asian titles for adults, middle/high school students, and elementary 
school students. This list contains suggestions only. Feel free to propose titles not included on this list, 
provided they meet the grant criteria. 

Table of Contents 
Adults 

China 

1.       Nonfiction 
2.       Fiction - modern 
3.       Fiction – classics 
4.       Film 

Tibet 
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1.       Non fiction 

Hong Kong 
1.       Non fiction 
2.       Fiction 
3.       Film 

Taiwan 
1.       Fiction 
2.       Non-fiction 
3.       Film 

Korea 
1.       Non-fiction 
2.       Fiction 
3.       Film 

 

 

Japan 
1.       Non-fiction 
2.       Fiction - Modern 

3.       Manga 
4.       Fiction - Classics 
5.       Film 

Middle/High School Age 

China 

North Korea/South Korea 

Japan 

Pre K – Elementary Age 

China 

Taiwan 

Hong Kong 

North Korea/ South Korea 

Japan 

 

Adults  

China  
[to top] 

1. Nonfiction 
A Tale of Two Melons: Emperor and Subject in Ming China by Sarah Schneewind. Hackett, 2006. 176 
pages. ‎ 978-0872208247. 

Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the New China by Evan Osnos (National Book 
Award Winner). Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2015. 416 pages. 0374535272. 

Beautiful Country (memoir) by Qian Julie Wang. Doubleday, 2021. 464 pages. 0593460014. 

The Beautiful Country and the Middle Kingdom: America and China, 1776 to the Present by John 
Pomfret. Picador, 2017. 704 pages.  978-1250160638.  

Blockchain Chicken Farm and Other Stories of Tech in China’s Countryside by Xiaowei Wang. Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, 2020. 243 pages. 0374538668. 

China Goes Green: Coercive Environmentalism for a Troubled Planet by Yifei Li and Judith Shapiro. 
Polity, 2020. 240 pages. 978-1509543120. 
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China in Ten Words (essay collection) by Yu Hua. Translated from Chinese by Allan H. Barr. Anchor, 
2012. 240 pages. 0307739791. 

China's New Youth: How the Young Generation Is Shaping China's Future by Alec Ash. Arcade 
Publishing, 2020. 350 pages. 978-1950691562. 

China: The Bubble that Never Pops by Thomas Orlik. Oxford University Press, 2020. 240 pages. 
978-0190877408. 

The Chinese Computer: A Global History of the Information Age by Thomas S. Mullaney. MIT Press, 
2024. 
The Chinese Question: The Gold Rushes and Global Politics by Mae Ngai. W. W. Norton & Company, 
2021. 464 pages. 978-0393634167 

Chop Fry Watch Learn: Fu Pei-Mei and the making of modern Chinese food by Michelle King. W.W. 
Norton & Company, 2024. 

Country Driving: A Chinese Road Trip (NYT Notable Book of the Year) by Peter Hessler. Harper 
Perennial, 2011. 448 pages. 006180410X.  

Deadly Quiet City: True Stories from Wuhan by Murong Xuecun. The New Press, 2023. 320 pages. 
978-1620977927. 

Dumplings for Beginners: 50 Recipes and Simple Step-by-Step Lessons to Make Your Favorite Dumplings 
by Terri Dien. Rockridge Press, 2021. 120 pages. 978-1648769696. 

Empire of Silver: A New Monetary History of China by Jin Xu. Translated by Stacy Mosher. Yale 
University Press, 2021. 384 pages. ‎ 978-0300250046. 

Every Grain of Rice: Simple Chinese Home Cooking by Fuchsia Dunlop. W. W. Norton & Company, 
2013. 352 pages. 978-0393089042. 

Feeding Ghosts: A Graphic Memoir by Tessa Hulls. MCD Books (a new division of Farrar, Straus & 
Giroux), 2024, 400 pages, 978-0374601652 

God’s Chinese Son: The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom of Hong Xiuquan by Jonathon Spence. W. W. Norton 
& Company, 1996. 432 pages. 0393315568. 

In the Camps: China’s High-Tech Penal Colony by Daryl Byler. Columbia Global Reports, 2021. 150 
pages. ‎ 978-1735913629 

Kingdom of Characters: The Language Revolution that Made Modern China by Jing Tsu. Riverhead, 
2022. 336 pages. 978-0735214729. 

Life and Death in Shanghai (memoir) by Nien Cheng. Grove Press, 2010 (reissue edition). 560 pages. 
0802145167. 

Lonely Planet China 16 (Travel Guide) by Stuart Butler. Lonely Planet, 2022. 1080 pages. 
978-1787016774. 

Other Rivers: A Chinese Education by Peter Hessler. Penguin Press, 2024. 
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The Perfect Police State: An Undercover Odyssey into China's Terrifying Surveillance Dystopia 
of the Future by Geoffrey Cain. Public Affairs, 2021. 304 pages. 978-1541757035. 

Red Roulette: An Insider's Story of Wealth, Power, Corruption, and Vengeance in Today's China by 
Desmond Shum. Scribner, 2021. 320 pages. 978-1982156152. 

The Silk Roads: A History of the Great Trading Routes Between East and West by Geordie Torr. Arcturus, 
2021. 290 pages. 978-1838574345. 

Seeing: A Memoir of Truth and Courage from China's Most Influential Television Journalist by Chai 
Jing. Translated by Yan Yan and Jack Hargreaves. Astra House, 2023. 304 pages. 978-1662600678. 

Son of the Revolution (memoir) by Liang Heng and Judith Shapiro. Vintage, 1983. 320 pages. 
0394722744. 

The Souls of China: The return of religion after Mao by Ian Johnson. Vintage, 2018. 480 pages. 
0804173397. 

Strangers in the Land: Exclusion, Belonging, and the Epic Story of the Chinese in America by Michael 
Luo. Doubleday, 2025.  

1000 Years of Joys and Sorrows: A memoir by Ai Weiwei. Translated by Allan H. Barr. Crown, 2021. 400 
pages. 978-0553419467. 

The United States and China: A History from the Eighteenth Century to the Present, Second Edition by 
Dong Wang. Rowman & Littlefield, 2021. 415 pages. 978-1538149386. 

The Uyghurs: Strangers in Their Own Land by Gardner Bovingdon. Columbia University Press, 2020. 
304 pages. 978-0231147590. 

Waiting to Be Arrested at Night: A Uyghur Poet's Memoir of China's Genocide by Tahir Hamut Izgil 
(Winner of the National Book Critics Circle John Leonard Prize). Translated by Joshua L. Freeman. 
Penguin Press, 2023. 272 pages. 978-0593491799. 

 

2.       Fiction - modern 
A Map for the Missing by Belinda Huijuan Tang. Penguin, 2022. 400 pages. 978-0593300664. 

A Single Swallow by Ling Zhang. Translated by Shelly Bryant. Amazon Crossing, 2020. 303 pages. 
1542041503. 

A Small Town Called Hibiscus by Hua Gu. Translated by Gladys Yang. Chinese Literature, 1983. 260 
pages. 9780835110747. 

Beijing Sprawl by Zechen Xu. Translated by Eric Abrahamsen and Jeremy Tiang. Two Lines Press, 2023. 
220 pages. 978-1949641325. 

Cocoon by Zhang Yueran. Translated by Jeremy Tiang. World Editions, 2020. 328 pages. 9781642861051 

Death of a Red Heroine (Book 1, The Inspector Chen Mystery series) by Qiu Xiaolong. Soho Crime, 
2003. 464 pages. 9781569472422. 
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●​ Book 2: A Loyal Character Dancer. Suho Crime, 2003. 368 pages. 1569473412. 
●​ Book 3: When Red is Black. Soho Crime, 2005. 322 pages. 156947396X. 

Dream of Ding Village by Yan Lianke. Translated by Cindy Carter. Grove Press, 2012. 352 pages. 
0802145728. Explores the AIDS crisis in China. 

Forbidden City by Vanessa Hua. Ballentine, 2022. 368 pages. 978-0399178818. 

Frog: A Novel by Mo Yan (Nobel Laureate in literature). Translated by Howard Goldblatt. Viking, 2015. 
400 pages. 0525427988. Explores China’s one-child policy. 

Fu Ping: A Novel by Anyi Wang. Translated by Howard Goldblatt. Columbia University Press, 2019, 296 
pages. 0231193238 

How Much of These Hills Is Gold: A Novel by C Pam Zhang. Riverhead Books, 2021. 336 pages. 
978-0525537212. 

Land of Big Numbers (one of Barack Obama's Summer Reading Picks for 2021) by Te-Ping Chen.‎ 
Mariner Books, 2021. 256 pages. ‎0358272556.  

Lost in the Long March by Michael X. Wang. Overlook, 2022. 352 pages. 978-1419759758. 

Love in a Fallen City by Eileen Chang. NYRB Classics, 2006. 321 pages. 978-1590171783. 

Lotus: A Novel (best books of 2017 by NPR's Book Concierge) by Lijia Zhang. Henry Holt & Company 
Inc, 2017. 384 pages. 1627795669. 

Ninth Building by Zou Jingzhi. Translated by Jeremy Tiang. Open Letter, 2023. 272 pages. 
978-1948830751. 

Red Sorghum by Mo Yan (Nobel Laureate in literature). Translated by Howard Goldblatt. Penguin Books, 
1994. 365 pages. 0140168540. 

Strange Beasts of China by Yan Ge. Translated by Jeremy Tiang. Melville House, 2019. 240 pages. 
1612199092 

The Artisans: A Vanishing Chinese Village by Shen Fuyu. Translated by Jeremy Tiang. Astra House, 
2022. 256 pages. 978-1662600753 

The Ghost Bride by Yangsze Choo. William Morrow, 2013. 373 pages. 9780062227331.  

The Three-Body Problem by Liu Cixin. Translated by Ken Liu. Tor Books, 2016. 416 pages. 
9780765382030. 

Their Divine Fires by Wendy Chen. Algonquin Books, 2024. 288 pages. 978-1643755151. 

What We Were Promised by Lucy Tan. Little, Brown and Company, 2018. 336 pages. 0316437182. 

Wolf Totem by Jiang Rong. Translated by Howard Goldblatt. Penguin Books, 2009. 526 pages. 
9780143115144. 

3. Fiction – classics 
Monkey King: Journey to the West by Wu Cheng'en. Translated by Julia Lovell. Penguin, 2021. 384 
pages. 0143107186. 
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Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio by Pu Songling. Translated by John Minford. Penguin Classics, 
2006. 562 pages. 0140447407. 

Stories from a Ming Collection: The Art of the Chinese Storyteller by Feng Menglong. Translated by Cyril 
Birch. Grove Press, 1994. 205 pages. 0802150314.  

The Dream of the Red Chamber by Tsao Hsueh-Chin. Abridged from the original by Cao Xueqin. 
Translated by Chi-Chen Wang. Anchor, 1958. 329 pages. 978-0385093798. 

The First Emperor: Selections from the Historical Records (Oxford World's Classics) by Sima Qian. 
Translated from Chinese by Raymond Dawson. Oxford University Press, 2009. 208 pages. 0199574391. 

●​ Various versions of this second-century B.C.E. classic, including a multi-volume translation by 
UW-Madison Professor William Nienhauser’s team. 

The Marshes of Mount Liang by Shi Nai-an and Luo Guanzhong. 5 volumes translated by John and Alex 
Dent-Young translation. Heroic stories from the popular tradition, set in 14th century Shandong Province. 

●​ Volume 1: The Broken Seals. The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press, 1994. 448 pages. 
9622016022. 

●​ Volume 2: The Tiger Killers. The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1997. 456 pages. 
9622017517. 

●​ Volume 3: The Gathering Company. The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2001. 404 pages. 
9622018475. 

●​ Volume 4: Iron Ox. The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2003. 512 pages. 9622019897. 
●​ Volume 5: The Scattered Flock. The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 2003. 484 pages. 

9622019900. 

The Monkey King’s Amazing Adventures by Cheng’en Wu. Tuttle, 2012. 256 pages. 978-0804842723.  

The Story of the Stone (AKA The Dream of the Red Chamber) by Cao Xueqin. 5 volumes translated by 
David Hawkes. Saga set in 1700s Beijing about the two branches of the wealthy, aristocratic Jia family. 

●​ Volume 1: The Golden Days. Penguin Classics, 1974. 540 pages. 0140442936. 
●​ Volume 2: The Crab-Flower Club. Penguin Classics, 1977. 608 page. 0140443266. 
●​ Volume 3: The Warning Voice. Penguin Classics, 1981. 640 pages. 0140443703. 
●​ Volume 4: The Debt of Tears. Penguin Classics, 1982. 400 pages. 0140443711. 
●​ Volume 5: The Dreamer Wakes. Penguin Classics, 1986. 384 pages. 014044372X. 

Three Kingdoms attributed to Luo Guanzhong. Translated and annotated by Moss Roberts. University of 
California Press, 2004. In two volumes:  

●​ Volume 1: 552 pages. 0520224787. 
●​ Volume 2: 555 pages. 0520225031.  

4.       Film 
Ai Weiwei: Yours Truly (Cheryl Haines, 2019). Documentary about the making of a 2014 contemporary 
art project. 

Ascension (Jessica Kingdon, 2021). Documentary that follows the Chinese dream through the social 
classes, prioritizing productivity and innovation.  

Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon (Ang Lee, 2000). Modern martial arts film. 
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One Child Nation (Nanfu Wang and Lynn Zhang, 2019). Documentary about China’s one-child policy. 

Red Sorghum (Zhang Yimou, 1987). Film based on the book by Mo Yan. Set in a rural village during the 
Sino-Japanese conflict. This was Zhang Yimou’s first film release as a director. He has made many 
successful films since then, including Hero (Zhang Yimou, 2002), adventure/martial arts. 

Xiu Xiu the Sent Down Girl (Joan Chen, 1998). Drama about China’s Cultural Revolution.  

Under the Dome (Chai Jing, 2015). Documentary about air pollution in China. 

 

Tibet 
[to top] 

1.       Fiction  
Old Demons, New Deities: Twenty-One Short Stories from Tibet. Edited and translated by Tenzin Dickie. 
OR Books, 2017. 304 pages. 978-1944869519. 

We Measure the Earth with Our Bodies by Tsering Yangzom Lama. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2022. 368 
pages. 978-1635576412. 

 

2. Non fiction 
Books by the Dalai Lama XIV Bstan-ʼdzin-rgya-mtsho: 

●​ My Land and My People: The Original Autobiography of His Holiness the Dalai Lama of Tibet. 
Grand Central Publishing, 1997 (reprint). 256 pages. 0446674214. 

●​ Ethics for the New Millennium. Riverhead Books, 2001. 237 pages. 9781573228831. 
●​ The Art of Happiness at Work with Howard C. Cutler. Riverhead Books, 2004. 212 Pages. 

9781594480546. 
●​ Beyond Religion: Ethics for a Whole World. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2011. 188 pages. 

9780547636351. 

Eat the Buddha: Life and Death in a Tibetan Town by Barbara Demick. Random House, 2020. 352 pages. 
0812998758. 

Far from the Rooftop of the World: Travels among Tibetan Refugees on Four Continents by Amy Yee. 
University of North Carolina Press, 2023. 280 pages. 978-1469675510 

Forbidden Memory: Tibet during the Cultural Revolution by Tsering Woeser. Translated from Chinese by 
Susan T. Chen. Potomac Books, 2020. 448 pages. 1612349692. 

His Holiness the Fourteenth Dalai Lama: An Illustrated Biography by Tenzin Geyche Tethong. Interlink 
Books, 2020. 352 pages. 

How to Make a Life: A Tibetan Refugee Family and the Midwestern Woman They Adopted by Madeline 
Uraneck. Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 2018. 208 pages. 0870208551. 
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Lonely Planet Tibet 10 (Travel Guide) by Stephen Lioy et al. Lonely Planet, 2019. 352 pages. 
978-1786573759. 

No-Nonsense Buddhism for Beginners: Clear Answers to Burning Questions About Core Buddhist 
Teachings by Noah Rasheta. Althea Press, 2018. 146 pages. 978-1641520478. 

Seven Years in Tibet (memoir) by Heinrich Harrar. TarcherPerigee, 2009. 368 pages. 1585427438. 

The Story Of Tibet: Conversations with the Dalai Lama by Thomas Laird. Grove Press, 2006. 288 pages. 
0802118275.   

The Tibetan Book of Everyday Wisdom edited by Jinpa Thupten. Translated from Tibetan by Beth 
Newman. Wisdom Publications, 2018. 520 pages. 9781614295136. 

2. Films/CDs/DVDs 
Guru Chants and Mantras in the Tibetan Tradition (Tulku Sherdor, 2017). Audio CD. 

Jinpa (2018). Directed by Pema Tseden. DVD.  

 

Hong Kong 
[to top] 

1.       Non fiction  
 

Among the Braves: Hope, Struggle, and Exile in the Battle for Hong Kong and the Future of Global 
Democracy. Hachette Books, 2023. 336 pages. 978-0306830365. 

City on Fire: the fight for Hong Kong by Antony Dapiran. Scribe US, 2020. 336 pages. 195035427X. 

Defying the Dragon: Hong Kong and the World’s Largest Dictatorship by Stephen Vines. Hurst, 2021. 
352 pages. 1787384551. 

Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood (memoir) by Martin Booth. Bantam Press, 2005. 269 
pages. 0553816721. 

Hong Kong: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture by Vickie Chan and Clare Vickers. Kuperard, 
2018. 168 pages. 978-1857338690.  

Indelible City: Dispossession and Defiance in Hong Kong by Louisa Lim. Riverhead, 2023. 320 pages. 
978-0593191828. 

The Last Kings of Shanghai: The Rival Jewish Dynasties That Helped Create Modern China by Jonathan 
Kaufman. Penguin Books, 2021. 384 pages. 978-0735224438. 

Swimming to Freedom: My Untold Story of Escaping the Cultural Revolution by Kent Wong. Harry N. 
Abrams, 2021. 1419751506. 
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The Impossible City: A Hong Kong Memoir by Karen Cheung. Random House, 2022. 352 pages. 
978-0593241431. 

Trope Hong Kong edited by Sam Landers and Scott Yanzy. Trope Publishing Co., 2020. 304 pages. 
978-1732061842. 

Umbrella: A Political Tale from Hong Kong by Tsung-gan Kong. Pema Press, 2017. 668 pages. 
9780997238532. 

Vigil: Hong Kong on the Brink by Jeffery Wasserstrom. Columbia Global Reports, 2020. 112 pages. 
978-1733623742. 

2.       Fiction 
A Catalog of Such Stuff as Dreams Are Made On by Kai-cheung Dung. Translated by Bonnie s. 
McDougall and Anders Hansson. Columbia University Press, 2022. 344 pages. 978-0231205436. 

Diamond Hill by Kit Fan. World Editions, 2021. 304 pages. 978-1642860887. 

Legends of the Condor: A Hero Born by Jin Yong (Louis Cha). Translated by Anna Holmwood. St. 
Martin's Griffin, 2020. 432 pages. 1250220629. 

●​ First volume in a new translation of the martial arts classic by the Chinese-speaking world’s 
best-selling author. Other volumes in the series are:  

○​ Book 2: A Bond Undone translated by Gigi Chang. St. Martin's Griffin, 2020. 544 pages. 
1250250110. 

○​ Book 3: A Snake Lies Waiting translated by Anna Holmwood and Gigi Chang. St. 
Martin's Griffin, 2020. 1250220661. 

○​ Book 4: A Heart Divided translated by Gigi Chang and Shelly Bryant. St. Martin’s 
Griffin, 2021. 1250220645. 

The Borrowed by Chan Ho-Kei. Translated by Jeremy Tang. Grove Press, Black Cat, 2017. 496 pages. 
0802125883. 

Owlish by Dorothy Tse. Translated by Natascha Bruce. Graywolf Press, 2023. 224 pages. 
978-1-64445-235-6. 

3.       Film 
All Shall be Well. Directed by Ray Yeung. 2024 

Drunken Master (Jackie Chan comedy martial arts classic, 1978). 

Enter the Dragon (Bruce Lee classic, 1973). 

Infernal Affairs (Classic HK crime-action film series). Directed by Wai Keung Lau and Alan Mak. 2002. 
○​ Infernal Affairs II, 2003 
○​ Infernal Affairs III, 2003 

Twilight of the Warriors: Walled In. Directed by Soi Cheang. 2024. 
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Taiwan 
[to top] 

1.       Fiction 
A Thousand Moons on a Thousand Rivers by Li-Hung Hsiao (winner of the 1980 United Daily Literature 
Competition). Translated from Chinese by Michelle Wu. Columbia University Press, 2001. 320 pages. 
0231117930. 

Family Catastrophe: A Modernist Novel by Wen-hsing Wang. Translated by Susan Wan Dolling. 
University of Hawaii Press, 1995. 272 pages. 978-0824817107. 

Ghost Month (A Taipei Night Market Novel) by Ed Lin (first author to win three Asian American Literary 
Awards). Soho Crime, 2014. 336 pages. 1616953268.  

Notes of a Desolate Man by T’ien-wen Chu (winner of the China Times Novel Prize). Translated from 
Chinese by Howard Goldblatt. Columbia University Press, 2000. 184 pages. 0231116098. 

Sales of Injustice: The Complete Fiction of Lōa Hô by Lōa Hô (Lai He). Translated from Chinese and 
Taiwanese by Darryl Sterk. Honford Star, 2018. 288 pages. 1999791223. 

The Stolen Bicycle by Wu Ming-yi (International Booker Prize Nominee 2018). Translated from Chinese 
by Darryl Sterk. Text Publishing, 2015. 416 pages. 9781911231240. 

The Taste of Apples by Huang Chun-ming. Translated by Howard Goldblatt. Columbia University press, 
2001. 288 pages. 978-0231122610. 

Taiwan Travelogue by Yang Shuang-zi (Translated by Lin King). Graywolf Press, 2024. 

 

2.       Non-fiction 
Clouds Over Qingcheng Mountain: A Practice Guide to Daoist Health Cultivation by Wang Yun 
(surname is Wang). Singing Dragon, 2021. 224 Pages. 1787755207. Most recent volume in a series on 
Daoist Meditation and Qigong. 

Forbidden Nation: A History of Taiwan by Jonathan Manthorpe. Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 288 pages. 
9781403969811. 

The Food Of Taiwan: Recipes from the Beautiful Island by Cathy Erway. Harvest, 2015. 256 pages. 
978-0544303010. 

Two Trees Make a Forest: In Search of My Family’s Past Among Taiwan’s Mountains and Coasts by 
Jessica J. Lee. Catapult, 2020. 304 pages.  978-1646220005. 

Why Taiwan Matters: Small Island, Global Powerhouse by Shelley Rigger. Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers, 2013. 228 pages. 144220480X. 
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3.       Film 
Ang Lee’s “Father Knows Best” trilogy: Pushing Hands (1991), The Wedding Banquet (1993), and Eat 
Drink Man Woman (1994). 

Chung Mong-hong’s A Sun, 2020. Shortlisted for an Academy Award. Family drama focused on a 
troublesome teen. 

 

Korea 
[to top] 

1.       Non-fiction 
Becoming Kim Jung Un: A Former CIA Officer’s Insights into North Korea’s Enigmatic Young Dictator 
by Jung H. Pak. Ballantine Books, 2021. 336 pages. 1984819747. 

Cook Korean! A Comic Book with Recipes by Robin Ha. Ten Speed Press, 2016. 176 pages. 
978-1607748878. 

Dear Leader: My Escape from North Korea by Jang Jin Sung. 37 Ink, 2015. 368 pages. 9781476766560. 

Escape from Camp 14: One Man's Remarkable Odyssey from North Korea to Freedom in the West by 
Blaine Harden. Penguin Books, 2013. 256 pages. 978-0143122913. 

Flawless: Lessons in Looks and Culture from the K-Beauty Capital by Elise Hu. Dutton, 2023. 384 pages. 
978-0593183526. 

In Order to Live: A North Korean Girl's Journey to Freedom byYeonmi Park and Maryanne Vollers. 
Penguin Books, 2016. 288 pages. 978-0143109747. 

Inside North Korea by Oliver Wainwright. Taschen America, 2018. 237 pages. 978-3836572217. 

Korea: A Very Short Introduction by Michael J. Seth. Oxford University Press, 2020. 160 pages. 
0198830777. 

Korea: The Impossible Country: South Korea’s Amazing Rise from the Ashes (Inside the Story of an 
Economic, Political and Cultural Phenomenon) by Daniel Tudor. Tuttle Publishing, 2018. 336 pages. 
978-0804846394. 

Korean Cookbook: MAIN COURSE – 60 + Quick and easy to prepare at home recipes, step-by-step guide 
to the classic Korean cuisine Paperback by Noah Jerris. Independently published, 2019. 108 pages. 
978-1705856376. 

Korean Culture Dictionary: From Kimchi To K-Pop And K-Drama Clichés by Woosung Kang. NEW 
AMPERSAND PUBLISHING, 2020. 277 pages. 979-1188195602. 

Korean Grammar for Beginners Textbook + Workbook Included: Supercharge Your Korean With 
Essential Lessons and Exercises (Learn Korean for Beginners). Independently published, 2022. 186 
pages. 979-8835159192. 
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Korean History in Maps: From Prehistory to the Twenty-First Century by Lee Injae, Owen Miller, Park 
Jinhoon, and Yi Hyun-Hae. Edited by Michael D. Shin. Cambridge University Press, 2014. 200 pages. 
1107490235. 

Korean Patchwork Quilting: 37 Modern Bojagi Style Projects by Choi Yangsook. Tuttle Publishing, 2020. 
112 pages. 0804852812. 

The Korean Vegan Cookbook: Reflections and Recipes from Omma's Kitchen by Joanne Lee Molinaro. 
Avery, 2021. 336 pages. 978-0593084274. 

Korean Vegetarian Cooking: Authentic Flavors in Simple Steps by Shin Kim. Banchan Story LLC, 2020. 
192 pages. 978-0998224916. 

Lonely Planet Korea (12th Edition) by Damian Harper, MaSovaida Morgan, Thomas O’Malley, Phillip 
Tang, and Rob Whyte. Lonely Planet, 2021. 416 pages. 1788680464. 

Lonely Planet Korean Phrasebook & Dictionary 7. Lonely planet, 2020. 272 pages. 978-1786576002. 

Lonely Planet Seoul 10 (Travel Guide) by Thomas O’Malley and Trisha Ping. Lonely Planet, 2022. 256 
pages. 978-1788680394. 

Maangchi’s Big Book of Korean Cooking by Maangchi. Mariner Books, 2019. 448 pages. 
978-1328988126. 

Made in North Korea: Graphics from Everyday Life in the DPRK by Nick Bonner. Phaidon Press, 2017. 
240 pages. 978-0714873503. 

North Korea: Like Nowhere Else; Two Years of Living in the World’s Most Secretive State by Lindsey 
Miller. September Publishing, 2021. 224 pages. 9781912836802. 

North Korea Confidential: Private Markets, Fashion Trends, Prison Camps, Dissenters and Defectors by 
Daniel Tudor and James Pearson. Tuttle Publishing, 2015. 224 pages. 0804844585. 

Nothing to Envy: Ordinary Lives in North Korea by Barbara Demick. Random House, 2010. 336 pages. 
0385523912. 

Only Beautiful, Please: A British Diplomat in North Korea by John Everard. Walter H. Shorenstein 
Asia-Pacific Research Center, 2012. 256 pages. 978-1931368254. 

Seoul Food Korean Cookbook: Korean Cooking from Kimchi and Bibimbap to Fried Chicken and 
Bingsoo by Naomi Imatome-Yun. Rockridge Press, 2015. 232 pages. 978-1623156510. 

South Korea: A Picture Book of the South Korean Countryside for Travel Lovers & Seniors with 
Dementia – Nostalgic Gift for Alzheimer’s Patients or Adventurers by Olivia Greene Weber. 
Independently published, 2021. 45 pages. 979-8450978314. 

Starry Field: A Memoir of Lost History by Margaret Juhae Lee. Melville House, 2024. 288 pages. 
978-1685890933. 

The Aquariums of Pyongyang: Ten Years in the North Korean Gulag by Chol-hwan Kang. Basic Books, 
2005. 238 pages. 978-0465011049. 

The Birth of Korean Cool: How One Nation Is Conquering the World Through Pop Culture by Euny 
Hong. Picador, 2014. 288 pages. 978-1250045119.  
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The Cleanest Race: How North Koreans See Themselves - and Why It Matters by B.R. Meyers. Melville 
House, 2011. 224 pages. 978-1935554349. 

The Coldest Winter: America and the Korean War by David Halberstam. Hachette Books, 2008. 719 
pages. 0786888628. 

The Great Successor: The Divinely Perfect Destiny of Brilliant Comrade Kim Jong Un by Anna Fifield. 
Public Affairs, 2019. 336 pages. 978-1541742482. 

The Korean War (Illustrated History) by Jeremy P. Maxwell. Amber Books, 2019. 224 pages. 
978-1782748991. 

The New Koreans by Michael Breen. Thomas Dunne Books, 2017. 480 pages. 9781250065056. 

The Real North Korea: Life and Politics in the Failed Stalinist Utopia by Andrei Lankov. Oxford 
University Press, 2014. 336 pages. 0199390037. 

The Reluctant Communist: My Desertion, Court-Martial, and Forty-Year Imprisonment in North Korea 
by Charles Jenkins. University of California Press, 2008. 238 pages. 0520259998. 

Without You, There Is No Us: Undercover Among the Sons of North Korea's Elite by Suki Kim. Broadway 
Books, 2015. 320 pages. 0307720667. 

2000 Most Common Korean Words in Context:  Get Fluent & Increase Your Korean Vocabulary with 
2000 Korean Phrases (Korean Language Lessons). Lingo Mastery, 2020. 289 pages.978-1951949075 

2.       Fiction 
A Corpse in Koryo (Book 1 of 6 in the Inspector O Novels) by James Church. Minotaur Books, 2003. 288 
pages. 0312374313. 

At Dusk by Hwang Sok-yong. Translated by Sora Kim Russel.  Scribe US, 2019. 192 pages. 
978-1947534667. 

Friend: A Novel from North Korea by Nam-Nyong Paek. Translated from Korean by Immanuel Kim. 
Columbia University Press, 2020. 240 pages. 9780231195614. 

Human Acts by Han Kang. Hogarth, 2017. 240 pages. 110190674X. 

If I Had Your Face: A Novel by Frances Cha. Ballantine Books, 2021. 304 pages. 978-0593129487. 

I Have the Right to Destroy Myself by Young-Ha Kim. Translated by Chi-young Kim. Hardcourt, 2007. 
119 pages. 978-0156030809 

Kay’s Lucky Coin Variety by Ann Y. K. Choi. Touchstone, 2017. 288 pages. 978-1476748054.  

Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982: A Novel by Cho Nam-Joo. Translated from Korean by Jamie Chang. Liveright, 
2020. 176 pages. 1631496700. 

Pachinko by Min Jin Lee (National Book Award finalist). Grand Central Publishing, 2017. 512 pages. 
9781455563920. 

Please Look After Mother by Kyung-sook Shin. Vintage, 2012. 272 pages. 0307739511. 

The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See. Scribner, 2019. 384 pages. 978-1501154850. 
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The Martyred by Richard Kim. Penguin Classics, 2011. 240 pages. 0143106406. 

The Orphan Master’s Son by Adam Johnson. Random House, 2012. 443 pages. 0812992792. 

The Vegetarian by Han Kang (Man Booker International Prize 2016). Hogarth, 2016. 208 pages. 
9781101906118. 

3. Manhwa 
 

Tower of God, Volume 1 by S.I.U. WEBTOON Unscrolled, 2022. 978-1990259906. 288 pages. 

The Hellbound, Volume 1 by Yeon Sang-Ho. Translated by Danny Lim. Dark Horse Books, 2022. 320 
pages. 978-1506726885 

4.       Film 
Concrete Utopia (Um Tae-hwa, 2023). Disaster drama. 

The Battle of Jangsari (Kwak Kyung-taek and Kim Tae-hoon, 2019). Historical action/ war. 

JSA: Joint Security Area (Park Chan-wook, 2000). Mystery thriller. 

Memories of Murder (Bong Joon-ho, 2003). Mystery thriller. 

My Sassy Girl (Kwak Jae-yong, 2001). Romance comedy. 

Ode to My Father (Yoon Je-kyoon, 2014). Historical drama. 

Parasite (Bong Joon-ho, 2019). Greed and class discrimination threaten the newly formed symbiotic 
relationship between the wealthy Park family and the destitute Kim clan. First Korean film to win both 
the Palme d’Or and Academy Award for Best Picture. 

Sleep (Jason Yu, 2023). Black comedy/horror. 

Spring, summer, Fall, winter and spring (Kim Ki-duk, 2003). Drama. 

Sunny (Kang Hyeong-cheol, 2011). Comedy drama. 

Tae Guk Gi: The Brotherhood of War (Kang Je-gyu, 2004). Wartime action drama. 

Taxi Driver (Jang Hoon, 2017). Historical action drama. 

Welcome to Dongmakgol (Park Kwang-hyun, 2005). Historical drama/comedy/action. 

1987: When the Day Comes (Jang Joon-hwan, 2017). Political thriller. 

 

Japan 
[to top] 
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1.       Non-fiction 
African Samurai: The True Story of Yasuke, a Legendary Black Warrior in Feudal Japan by Geoffrey 
Girard. Hanover Square Press, 2019. 480 pages. 978-1335141026. 

A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present by Andrew Gordon. Oxford University 
Press, 2013. 432 pages. 0199930155.  

A Tokyo Romance: A Memoir by Ian Buruma. Penguin Press, 2018. 256 pages. 978-1101981412. 

Classic Home Cooking from Japan by Asako Yoshida. Tuttle Publishing, 2020. 96 pages. 
978-4805315811. 

Cook Anime: Eat Like Your Favorite Character―From Bento to Yakisoba: A Cookbook by Diana Ault. 
S&S/Simon Element, 2020. 160 pages. 978-1982143916. 

Confucius Lives Next Door: What Living in the East Teaches Us About Living in the West by T.R. Reid. 
Vintage, 2000. 288 pages. 978-0679777601. 

Donabe: Classic and Modern Japanese Clay Pot Cooking [A One-Pot Cookbook] by Naoko Takei 
Moore. Ten Speed Press, 2015. 328 pages. 978-1607746997. 

Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II (Pulitzer Prize 2000) by John W. Dower. Norton, 
1999. 676 pages. 0393046869. 

Fall Seven Times, Get Up Eight: Aspects of Japanese Values by Hara Satoshi. Gilgamesh Publishing, 
2021. 218 pages. 978-1908531902. 

Japanese Home Cooking: Simple Meals, Authentic Flavors by Sonoko Sakai. Roost Books, 2019. 304 
pages. 978-1611806168. 

Just Enough: Vegan Recipes and Stories from Japan’s Buddhist Temples by Gesshin Claire 
Greenwood.New World Library, 2019. 232 pages. 978-1608685820. 

Let's Make Ramen!: A Comic Book Cookbook by Hugh Amano. Ten Speed Press, 2019. 192 pages. 
978-0399581991. 

Lonely Planet Japan (Travel Guide) by Rebecca Milner et al. Lonely Planet, 2022. 928 pages. 
978-1788683814. 

Midnight in Broad Daylight: A Japanese American Family Caught Between Two Worlds by Pamela 
Rotner Sakamoto. Harper Perennial, 2017. 480 pages. 978-0062351944. 

Pure Invention: How Japan Made the Modern World by Matt Alt. Crown, 2021. 368 pages. 
978-1984826718. 

Ramen at Home: The Easy Japanese Cookbook for Classic Ramen and Bold New Flavors by Brian 
MacDuckston. Rockridge Press, 2017. 218 pages. 978-1623159160. 

Samurai: A Concise History by Michael Wert. Oxford University Press, 2019. 128 pages. 0190932945. 

Something Like An Autobiography by Akira Kurosawa. Translated by Audie E. Bock. Vintage, 1983. 205 
pages. 978-0394714394. 
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Stranger in the Shogun's City: A Japanese Woman and Her World by Amy Stanley. Scribner, 2020. 352 
pages. 1501188526. 

The Bells of Old Tokyo: Meditations on Time and a City by Anna Sherman. Picador, 2020. 352 pages. 
978-1250206428. 

The Manga Cookbook Vol.1: Japanese Bento Boxes, Main Dishes and More! by The Manga University 
Culinary Institute. Publisher Japanime Co. Ltd, 2007. 158 pages. 978-4921205072. 

The Manga Cookbook Vol. 2: More Popular and Delicious Japanese Dishes! by The Manga University 
Culinary Institute and Koda Tadashi. Publisher Japanime Co. Ltd, 2017. 160 pages. 978-4921205362. 

The Manga Cookbook Vol. 3: Japanese Fusion Food with Character! (Crunchyroll Special Edition) by 
The Manga University Culinary Institute and Ryo Katagiri. Publisher Japanime Co. Ltd, 2018. 192 pages. 
978-4921205393. 

The Night Parade: A Speculative Memoir by Jami Nakamura Lin. Mariner Books, 2023.‎ 352 pages. 
978-0063213234. 

Where the Dead Pause, and the Japanese Say Goodbye: A Journey by Marie Mutsuki Mockett. W. W. 
Norton & Company, 2016. 336 pages. 978-0393352290. 

2.       Fiction - Modern 
Haruki Murakami: 

●​ Hardboiled Wonderland. Translated by Alfred Birnbaum. Vintage, 1993. 416 pages. 0679743464. 
●​ The Elephant Vanishes: Stories. Translated by Jay Rubin. Vintage, 1994. 336 pages. 0679750533.  
●​ The Wind-up Bird Chronicle. Translated by Jay Rubin. Vintage, 1998. 607 pages. 0679775439. 
●​ Norwegian Wood. Translated by Jay Rubin. Vintage, 2000. 298 pages. 0375704027. 

 
Sayaka Murata: 

●​ Convenience Store Woman (shortlisted for the Best Translated Book Award). Translated by Ginny 
Tapley Takemori. Grove Press, 2019. 176 pages. 0802129625.  

●​ Earthlings. Grove Press, 2021. 256 pages. 978-0802157010.  
●​ Life Ceremony. Translated by Ginny Tapley Takemori. Grove Press, 2022. 256 pages. 

978-0802159588 

Kenzaburo Oë (Nobel Prize winner): 
●​ A Personal Matter. Translated by John Nathan. Grove Press, 1994. 165 pages. 0802150616. 
●​ Hiroshima Notes. Translated by David L. Swain and Toshi Yonezawa. Grove Press, 1996. 192 

pages. 0802134645. 

Yōko Ogawa: 
●​ The Housekeeper & the Professor. Translated by Stephen Snyder. Picador, 2009. 192 pages. 

0312427808.  
●​ Revenge. Vintage, 2014. 162 pages. 0099553937. 

 
Banana Yoshimoto: 
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●​ Dead-End Memories: Stories. Translated by Asa Yoneda. ‎ Counterpoint, 2023. 240 pages. 

978-1640096103 
●​ Kitchen by Banana Yoshimoto. Translated by Megan Backus. Grove Press, 2006. 160 pages. 

978-0802142443. 

A Man (winner of Japan’s prestigious Yomiuri Prize for Literature) by Keiichiro Hirano. Translated by Eli 
K.P. William. Amazon Crossing, 2020. 301 pages. 1542006872. 

Butter: A Novel of Food and Murder by Asako Yuzuki; Translated by Polly Barton. Echo, 2024. 464 
pages. 978-0063236417 

Palm of the Hand Stories by Yasunari Kawabata (Nobel Prize Winner). Translated by Lane Dunlop and 
Martin Holman. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006. 288 pages. 0374530491. 

Rainy Day Ramen and the Cosmic Pachinko by Gordon Vanstone. Dollarbird, 2021. 400 pages. 
1912049821.  

Solo Dance by Kotomi Li. Translated by Arthur Reiji Morris. World Editions, 2018. 192 pages. 
9781642861143. 

Strange Weather in Tokyo: A Novel by Hiromi Kawakami. Translated by Allison Markin Powell. 
Counterpoint, 2017. 192 pages. 978-1640090163. 

Set My Heart on Fire By Izumi Suzuki. Translated by Helen O’Horan. Verso Fiction, 2024. 192 pages. 
978-1804293300 

The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka. Anchor, 2012. 144 pages. 978-0307744425. 

The Decagon House Murders by Yukito Ayatsuji. Translated by Ho-Ling Wong. Steerforth Press, 2021. 
288 pages. 9781782276357. 

The Inugami Curse by Seishi Yokomizo. Random House Inc., 2020. 320 pages. 978-1782275039. 

The Lantern Boats by Tessa Morris-Suzuki. Joffe Books, 2021. 258 pages. 1789317479. 

The Perfect World of Miwako Sumida by Clarissa Goenawan. Random House Inc, 2020. 288 pages. 
978-1641291194. 

The Push Man and Other Stories by Yoshihiro Tatsumi. Translated from Japanese by Yuji Oniki. Drawn 
and Quarterly, 2012. 224 pages. 978-1770460768. 

The Traveling Cat Chronicles by Hiro Arikawa. Translated from Japanese by Philip Gabriel. Berkley, 
2018. 288 pages. 0451491335. 

3. Manga 
Abandon the Old in Tokyo (fiction) by Yoshihiro Tatsumi. Translated from Japanese by Yuji Oniki. Drawn 
and Quarterly, 2012. 224 pages. 1770460772. 

Barefoot Gen (memoir) by Keiji Nakazawa. There are 10 volumes total, but the first 3 volumes are 
especially recommended. 

●​ Volume 1: A Cartoon Story of Hiroshima. Last Gasp, 2004. 288 pages. 0867196025. 
●​ Volume 2: The Day After. Last Gasp, 2004. 240 pages. 086719619X. 
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●​ Volume 3: Life After the Bomb. Last Gasp, 2005. 256 pages. 0867195940.  

Buddha (historical fiction) by Tezuka Osaumu. There are 8 volumes total, but volume 2 is especially 
recommended.   

●​ Volume 1: Kapilavastu. Vertical, 2006. 400 pages. 193223456X. 
●​ Volume 2: The Four Encounters. Vertical, 2006. 411 pages. 1932234578. 

 
Fruits Basket Series (12 volumes) by Natsuki Takaya. Yen Press, 2016. 392 pages. Ages 13 and up.  
978-0316360180.  
 
Fullmetal Alchemist Series (18 volumes) by Hiromu Arakawa. Viz Media, 2005. 192 pages. Ages 14-17. 
 
My Brother's Husband, Volumes 1 & 2 by Gengoroh Tagame. Translated by Anne Ishii. Pantheon, 2020. 
704 pages. 978-0375715181 
 
Since I Could Die Tomorrow, Volume 1 & 2 by Sumako Kari (Japan Media Arts Festival Excellence 
Award winner). Tokyo Pop, 2024. 162 pages. 978-1427875273. Ages 13 and up. 
 
Solo Leveling, Volume 1 by Chugong. Yen Press, 2021. 320 pages. 978-1975319434. 
 
The Abandoned Empress, Volume 1 by Ina. Yen Press, 2022. 260 pages. 978-1975337261. 
 
The Way of the Househusband by Kousuke Oono.  

●​ Volume 1. VIZ Media LLC, 2019. 160 pages. 978-1974709403. 
●​ Volume 2 VIZ Media LLC, 2020. 160 pages. 978-1974710447. 
●​ Volume 3 VIZ Media LLC, 2020. 160 pages.  978-1974713462. 
●​ Volume 4 VIZ Media LLC, 2020. 168 pages. 978-1974717675. 
●​ Volume 5 VIZ Media LLC, 2021. 168 pages. 978-1974721771. 
●​ Volume 6 VIZ Media LLC, 2021. 168 pages. 978-1974724611 

4. Fiction - Classics 
Awesome Nightfall: The Life, Times and Poetry of Saigyo (poetry) translated by William R. LaFleur. 
Wisdom Publications, 2003. 192 pages. 9780861713226. 

Hojoki: Visions of a Torn World (memoir) by Kamo-no Chomei. Translated by Yasuhiko Moriguchi and 
David Jenkins. Stone Bridge Press, 1996. 96 pages. 1880656221. 

Penguin Book of Haiku (poetry) by Adam Kern. Penguin Books, 2018. 499 pages. 0140424768. 

The Ise Stories: Ise monogatari translated by Royall Tyler and Joshua S. Mostow. University of Hawaii 
Press, 2010. 280 pages. 9780824834517. 

The Pillow Book (memoir) by Sei Shonagon. Translated by Meredith McKinney. Penguin Classics, 2007. 
416 pages. 0140448063. 

The Tale of Genji by 11th-century noblewoman Murasaki Shikibu. Translated by Dennis Washburn. W. W. 
Norton & Company, 2016. 1360 pages. 0393353397.  

●​ Another option is the two-volume translation by Royall Tyler: Penguin Classics, 2002. 1216 
pages. 978-0142437148. 
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Travel Writings (poetry) by Matsuo Basho. Translated by Stephen D. Carter. Hackett, 2020. 304 pages. 
1624668844. 

5.       Film/Anime 
Abe Kobo’s The Woman in the Dunes (Hiroshi Teshigahara, 1964). Cannes special jury prize.  

Akira Kurosawa film classics, including Rashomon (1951), Ikiru (1952), Seven Samurai (1954), Throne 
of Blood (1957), and Ran (1985). 

Departures (Yōjirō Takita, 2009). Drama. 

Evil Does Not Exist (Ryusuke Hamaguchi, 2023). Drama. 

Giovanni's Island (Mizuho Nishikubo, 2014).  

Hayao Miyazaki’s animation classics Spirited Away (2001) , My Neighbor Totoro (1993), and Princess 
Mononoke (1997). 

Monster (2023). Directed by Hirokazu Kore-eda. Cannes 2017 Palme d'Or Nominee. Psychological 
Thriller. 

National Geographic’s Living Treasures of Japan, 1997. 978-6315539909.  

Wolf’s Children (2012). Directed by Mamoru Hosoda. 

 

Trans-Asia 
[to top] 

 

Bowl: Vegetarian Recipes for Ramen, Pho, Bibimbap, Dumplings, and Other One-Dish Meals by Lukas 
Volger. Rux Martin/Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016. 256 pages. 978-0544325289. 

Dumplings and Noodles: Bao, Gyoza, Biang Biang, Ramen – and Everything In Between by Pippa 
Middlehurst. Quadrille Publishing, 2020. 192 pages. 978-1787135376. 

Let's Make Dumplings!: A Comic Book Cookbook by Hugh Amano. Ten Speed Press, 2021. 208 pages. 
978-1984858757. 

My Year Abroad by Chang-Rae Lee. Riverhead Books, 2021. 496 pages. 978-1594634574. 
 
Ramen Noodles And Korean Cookbook: 2 Books In 1: Learn How To Prepare At Home 140 Traditional 
Recipes From Korea And Japan by Maki Blanc. Independently published, 2021. 237 pages. 
979-8738794667. 

Three Tigers, One Mountain: A Journey Through the Bitter History and Current Conflicts of China, 
Korea, and Japan by Michael Booth. St. Martin’s Press, 2020. 336 pages. 978-1250114068. 
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The Tiger Leading the Dragon: How Taiwan Propelled China's Economic Rise by Shelley Rigger. 
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2021. 236 pages. 978-1442219595. 

Middle/High School Age 
[to top] 

China 
Contemporary Stories 

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang. First Second, 2006. 233 pages. 1596431520. Age 13 and 
older. 

Chinese Menu: The History, Myths, and Legends Behind Your Favorite Foods by Grace Lin. Little, 
Brown. 288 pages. 978-0316486002. Ages 8 and up. 

Messy Roots: A Graphic Memoir of a Wuhanese American by Laura Gao. Balzer + Bray / Harper Alley, 
2022.  269 pages. 9780063067776. Age 13 and older 

Our Wayward Fate by Gloria Chao. Simon & Schuster, 2019. 336 pages.  978-1534427624.  Age 12 - up. 

Parachutes by Kelly Yang. Katherine Tegen Books, 2021. 496 pages. 978-0062941091. Ages 14-17. 

 

History/Historical Fiction 

Boxers (Boxers & Saints Graphic Novel Book 1) by Gene Luen Yang. First Second, 2013. 336 pages. 
978-1596433595. Ages 12-18. 

Ginseng Roots (Set of six issues in a graphic memoir) by Craig Thompson. Uncivilized Books, 2021. 
978-1941250433. Age 16 and older. 

Little White Duck: A Childhood in China by Na Liu and Andrés Vera Martínez. Graphic Universe, 2012. 
108 pages. 9780761365877. Age 12 and older. 

Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution by JiLi Jiang. HarperCollins, 1997. 285 pages. 
0060275855. Age 12 and older. 

Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine. Henry Holt, 2007. 248 pages. 0805082077. 
Ages 10-14. 

Snow Falling in Spring: Coming of Age in China During the Cultural Revolution by Moying Li. Farrar 
Straus Giroux, 2008. 192 pages. 9780374399221. Ages 11-14. 

Taiwan 
The Astonishing Color of After by Emily Pan. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2019. 480 pages. 
978-0316464017. Ages 12 and up. 
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North Korea/South Korea 
Contemporary Stories 

A Crane Among Wolves by June Hur. Feiwel & Friends / Macmillan, 2024. 359 pages. 
978-1-250-85809-2. Ages 13-18. 

Almost American Girl by Robin Ha. Balzer + Bray/HarperCollins, 2020. 227 pages. 9780062685100. Age 
12 and older. 

A Step from Heaven by An Na. Front Street, 2001. 156 pages. 1886910588. Age 13 and older. 

Every Falling Star by Sungju Lee. Amulet/Abrams, 2016. 320 pages. 9781419721328. Ages 10-14. 

In the Tunnel by Julie Lee. Holiday House, 2023. 304 pages. 978-0823450398. Ages 10-14. 

K-pop Confidential by Stephan Lee. Point, 2020. 336 pages. 978-1338639933. Ages 12 and older.  

The Color of the Sky Is the Shape of the Heart by Chesil. Translated by Takami Nieda. Soho Teen, 2022. 
Ages 12 and older. 978-1641292290  

The Perfect Escape by Suzanne Park. Sourcebooks Fire, 2020. 320 pages. 978-1728209395. Ages 14 - 18. 

XOXO by Axie Oh. HarperTeen, 2021. 352 pages. 978-0063024991. Ages 13-17. 

History/Historical Fiction/ 

Banned Book Club by Hyun Sook Kim and Ryan Estrated. Illustrated by Hyung-Ju Ko. Iron Circus 
Comics, 2020. 198 pages. 9781945820427. Age 13 and older. 

The Forest of Stolen Girls by June Hur. Feiwel and Friends, 2021. 369 pages. 9781250229588. Age 12 
and older. 

The Long Season of Rain by Helen Kim. Edge/Henry Holt, 1996. 275 pages. 0805047581. Age 12 and 
older. 

Pyongyang: A Journey in North Korea by Guy Delisle. Translated from French by Helge Dashner. Drawn 
& Quarterly Books, 2005. 176 pages. 1896597890. Age 13 and older. 

When My Name Was Keoko: A Novel of Korea in World War II by Linda Sue Park. Clarion, 2002. 199 
pages. 0618133356. Ages 11-14. 

Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi. Houghton Mifflin, 1991. 169 pages. 0395574196. Age 
11 and older. 

Japan 
Contemporary Stories 

Another 2001 (Another, 3) by Yukito Ayatsuji. Yen On, December 2022. 290 pages.978-1975336011. 
Ages 13 and up. 

Brave Story by Miyuki Miyabe. Translated from Japanese by Alexander O. Smith. U.S. edition: Viz 
Media, 2007. 816 pages. 1421511967. Ages 10-14. 
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I Love You So Mochi by Sarah Kuhn. Point, 2020. 320 pages. 978-1338608366. Ages 12 and older. 

Himawari House by Harmony Becker. Illustrated by Harmony Becker. First, Second, 2021. 374 pages. 
9781250235565. Age 13 and older. 

Meltdown: Earthquake, Tsunami, and Nuclear Disaster in Fukishama by Deirdre Langeland. Roaring 
Brook Press, 2021. 208 pages. 9781626727007. Age 11 and older. 

My Almost Flawless Tokyo Dream Life by Rachel Cohn. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2019. 
368 pages. 978-1368021142. Ages 14 and older.  

Origami and Haiku by Nosy Crow. Illustrated by The Trustees of the British Museum. Nosy Crow, 2018. 
132 pages. 978-1536202731. Ages 10 and older.  

Soul Lanterns by Kuzki Shaw. Translated from Japanese by Emily Balistrieri. Delacorte, 2021. 176 pages. 
9780593174340. Ages 10-13. 

Want by Cindy Pon. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2019. 352 pages. 978-1481489232. 
Ages 14 and up. 

While I Was Away by Waka Brown. HarperCollins, 2021. 336 pages. 9780063017139. Ages 12 and up. 

History/Historical Fiction 

A Place to Belong by Cynthia Kadohata. Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy Books, 2019. 416 pages. 
978-1481446648. Ages 10-14. 

Displacement by Kiku Hughes. First Second, 2020. 288 pages. 978-1250193544. Ages 12-18. 

Drawing from Memory by Allen Say. Scholastic Press, 2011. 64 pages. 9780545176866. Age 10 and 
older. 

Dust of Eden by Mariko Nagai. Albert Whitman, 2014. 121 pages. 9780807517390. Ages 10-13. 

Faithful Elephants: A True Story of Animals, People, and War by Yukio Tsuchiya. Illustrated by Ted 
Lewin. Translated from Japanese by Tomoko Tsuchiya Dykes. U.S. edition: Houghton Mifflin, 1988. 32 
pages. 0395465559. Age 12 and older. 

On the Horizon: World Word II Reflections by Lois Lowry. Illustrated by Kenard Pak. Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, 2020. 75 pages. 9780358129400. Age 11 and older. 

Sachiko: A Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story by Caren Stelson. Carolrhoda, 2016. 144 pages. 
9781467789035. Ages 11-14. 

The House of the Lost on the Cape by Sachiko Kashiwaba. Illustrated by Yukiko Saito (Illustrator) and 
translated by Avery Fischer Udagawa. Yonder, 2023. 224 pages. 978-1632063373. Ages 8-12. 

They Called Us Enemy by George Takei, Justin Eisinger, and Steven Scott. Illustrated by Harmony 
Becker. Top Shelf, 2019. 204 pages. 9781603094504. Age 11 and older. 

Under the Broken Sky by Mariko Nagai. Christy Ottaviano Books/Henry Holt, 2019. 293 pages. 
9781250159212. Ages 10-14. 

We Are Not Free by Traci Chee. Clarion Books, 2022. 400 pages. 978-0358668107. Ages 12 and up. 

East Asia in the Upper Midwest - Center for East Asian Studies  UW-Madison       23 



 

Film 
Okko’s Inn (2018). Directed by Kitarō Kōsaka. Anime ghost story for ages 12 and up. 

Trans-Asia 
A Thousand Beginnings and Endings by Ellen Oh. Greenwillow Books, 2020. 352 pages. 
978-0062671165. Ages 13-17. 

Pre K – Elementary Age 
[to top] 

China 
Contemporary Stories 
 
A Big Mooncake for Little Star by Grace Lin. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2018. 40 pages. 
978-0316404488. Ages 2-5. 

Amy Wu and the Perfect Bao by Kat Zhang. Illustrated by Charlene Chua. Simon & Schuster Books for 
Young Readers, 2019. 40 pages. 978-1534411333. Ages 4-8. 

Angel in Beijing by Belle Yang. Candlewick, 2018. 24 pages. 9780763692704. Ages 3-7. 

BoBo Loves Dumplings (A Bilingual Dual Language Counting Book for Children, Kids, and Babies 
Written in Chinese, English, and PinYin) by Melissa Miao and Charlotte Cheng. Illustrated by Kat Uno. 
Sunbridge, 2020. 12 pages. 978-1734750904. Ages 1-6. 

Born Naughty: My Childhood in China by Jin Wang and Tony Johnston. Illustrated by Anisi Baigude. 
Anne Schwartz Books / Random House, 2024. 112 pages. 978-0-593-56361-8. Ages 7-10. 

Bringing In the New Year by Grace Lin. Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2008. 32 pages. 
978-0375837456. Ages 2-4. 

Bronze and Sunflower by Cao Wenxuan. Illustrated by Meilo So. Translated from Chinese by Helen 
Wang. Candlewick Press, 2017. 386 pages. 9780763688165. Ages 7-10. 

Chinese Kite Festival by Rich Lo. Illustrated by Rich Lo. Holiday House, 2021. 32 pages. 
9780823447640. Ages 3-7. 

Cilla Lee-Jenkin by Susan Tan. Illustrated by Dana Wulfekotte.  Square Fish, 2018. 272 pages. 
978-1250144003. Ages 8-12. 

Crouching Tiger by Ying Chang Compestine. Illustrated by Yan Nascimbene. Candlewick, 2019. 40 
pages. 978-1536205602. Ages 6-9. 

Dragonfly Eyes by Cao Wenxuan. Translated by Helen Wang. Candlewick, 2023. 384 pages. 
978-1-5362-0018-8. Ages 9-13 
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Eyes That Kiss in the Corners by Joanna Ho. Illustrated by Dung Ho. HarperCollins, 2021. 40 pages. 
9780062915627. Ages 4-8. 

Finding Gobi for Little Ones by Dion Leonard. Thomas Nelson, 2017. 208 pages. 978-0718075316. Ages 
8-12. 

The Flamingo by Guojing. Random House Studio, 2022. 144 pages. 978-0-593-12731-5. Ages 7-10 

Friends Are Friends Forever by Dane Liu. Illustrated by Lynn Scurfield. Godwin Books / Henry Holt, 
2021. 32 pages. 9781250778185. Ages 4-8. 

Gobi by Dion Leonard. Illustrated by Lisa Manuzak. Thomas Nelson, 2017. 32 pages. 978-0718075293.  
Ages 4-8. 

Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas by Natasha Yim. Illustrated by Grace Zong. Charlesbridge, 2015. 32 
pages. 978-1580896535. Ages 4-8. 

How to Catch a Dragon by Adam Wallace. Illustrated by Andy Elkerton. Sourcebooks Wonderland, 2019. 
40 pages. 978-1492693697. Ages 4-10. 

Living in China by Chloe Perkins. Illustrated by Tom Woolley. Simon Spotlight, 2016. 32 pages. 
978-1481460477. Ages 5-7. 

Look! What do you see? by Xu Bing. Illustrated by Becca Stadtlander. Penguin Random House, 2017. 48 
pages. 9780451473776. Ages 7-10. 

My First Book of Chinese Words: An ABC Rhyming Book of Chinese Language and Culture (My First 
Words) by Faye-Lynn Wu. Tuttle Publishing, 2017. 32 pages. 978-0804849418. Ages 3-8. 

Nian, The Chinese New Year Dragon by Virgina Loh-Hagan. Illustrated by Timothy Banks. Sleeping Bear 
Press, 2019. 32 pages. 978-1585364138. Ages 6-8.  

One, Two, Three Dim Sum by Rich Lo. Duopress, 2020. 22 pages. 978-1950500017. Ages 0-4.  

Playing with Lanterns by Wang Yage. Illustrated  by Zhu Chengliang. Translated by Helen Wang. Amazon 
Crossing, 2022. 40 pages. 978-1542029841. Ages 4-8 

The Many Meanings of Meilan by Andrea Wang. Kokila, 2021. 368 pages. 0593111281. Ages 9-12. 

The Moose of Ewekni by Gerelchimeg Blackcrane. Illustrated by Jiu Er. Greystone kids, 2019. 68 pages. 
978-1771645386. Age 5-9. 

The Nian Monster by Andrea Wang. Illustrated by Alina Chau. Albert Whitman & Company, 2016. 32 
pages. 978-0807556429. Ages 4-8. 
​
The Shadow in the Moon by Christina Matula. Illustrated by Pearl Law.  Charlesbridge, 2018. 32 pages. 
978-1580897464. Ages 5-8.  

The Ugly Vegetables by Grace Lin. Charlesbridge, 2001. 32 pages. 978-1570914911. Ages 3-7. 

12 Lucky Animals by Vickie Lee. Illustrated by Joey Chou. Henry Holt and Co., 2018. 24 pages. 
978-1250184245. Ages 0-4. 
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Ten Little Dumplings by Larissa Fan. Illustrated by Cindy Wume. Tundrea, 2021. 40 pages. 
9780735266193. Ages 4-7. 

Uncle Peter’s Amazing Chinese Wedding by Lenore Look. Illustrated by Yumi Heo. Atheneum Books for 
Young Readers, 2006. 40 pages. 978-0689844584. Ages 4-8.  

Watercress by Andrea Wang. Illustrated by Jason Chin. Neal Porter Books, 2021. 32 pages. 
978-0823446247. Ages 6-10. 

Yang the Youngest and his Terrible Ear (Yang Family Series) by Lensey Namioka. Yearling, 1994. 144 
pages. 978-0440409175. Ages 8-12. 

History/Historical Fiction/Folklore 
All About China by Allison Branscombe. illustrated by Lin Wang. Tuttle Publishing, 2018. 64 pages. 
978-0804848497. Ages 9-12. 

Before the Sword (Mulan) by Grace Lin. Disney, 2020. 374 pages. 9781368020336. Ages 8-12. 

Bound by Donna Jo Napoli. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2006. 978-0689861789. Ages 12 and 
older. 

Celebrate Chinese New Year by Carolyn Otto. National Geographic Kids, 2015. 32 pages. 
978-1426323720. Ages 6-9. 

China by Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce. Random House Books for Young Readers, 2014. 
128 pages. 978-0385386357. Ages 7-10. 

China: Travel for Kids by Dinobibi Publishing. Illustrated by Celia Jenkins. Dinobibi Publishing, 2019. 
45 pages. 978-1703487183. Ages 8-12. 

Chinese Myths and Legends by Shelley Fu. Illustrated by Patrick Yee. Tuttle Publishing, 2018. 128 pages. 
978-0804850278. Ages 5-14. 

China (Pogo Books: All Around the World) by Joanne Mattern. Jump!, Inc, 2018. 24 pages. 
978-1624968983. Ages 7-10. 

Flying Paintings: The Zhou Brothers : a Story of Revolution and Art by Amy Alzauer. illustrated by  
ShanZuo Zhou and DaHuang Zhou.  Candlewick, 2020. 48 pages.   978-1536204285. Ages 5-9.   

Hidden Army by Jane O’Connor. Grosset & Dunlap, 2011. 48 pages. 978-0448455808.  Ages 6-8.  

Let’s Look at China by Mary Meinking. Capstone Press, 2020. 24 pages. 978-1543572056. Ages 4-8.  

Lin Yi’s Lantern by Brenda Williams. Illustrated by Benjamin Lacom. Barefoot Books, 2012.  32 pages. 
978-1846867934. Ages 5-6. 

Look? What Do You See? An Art Puzzle Book of American and Chinese Songs by Xu Bing. Illustrated by 
Becca Stadtlander. Viking, 2017. 38 pages. 9780451473776. Ages 8-12. 

Lunar New Year by Hannah Eliot. Illustrated by Alina Chau. Little Simon, 2018. 24 Pages. 
978-1534433038. Ages 2-4.  

My Lantern and The Fairy by Xin Lin. Shanghai Press, 2019. 42 pages. 978-1602204584. Ages 4-8. 
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Paper Son by Julie Leung. Illustrated by Chris Sasaki. Schwartz & Wade, 2019. 40 pages. 
978-1524771874. Ages 4-8.  

Paper Son: The Inspiring Story of Tyrus Wong, Immigrant and Artist. Illustrated by Chris Sasaki. 
Schwartz & Wade, 2019. 32 pages. 9781524771874. Ages 5-9. 

Playing at the Border: A Story of Yo-Yo Ma by Joanna Ho. Illustrated by Teresa Martinez. Harper Collins, 
2021. 40 pages. 978-0062994547. Ages 4-8. 

Red Butterfly: How a Princess Smuggled the Secret of Silk Out of China by Deborah Noyes. Illustrated by 
Sophie Blackall. Candlewick, 2019. 32 pages. 978-1536203769. Ages 6-9. 

The Great Race: The Story of the Chinese Zodiac by Emily Hiles. CreateSpace Independent Publishing 
Platform, 2018. 34 pages. 978-1983565182. Ages 5-6. 

The Great Wall of China by Nancy Ohlin. Illustrated by Adam Larkum. Little Bee Books, 2017. 112 
pages. 978-1499803877. Ages 7-10. 

The Perfect Gift by Paula Yoo. Illustrated by Shirley Ng-Benitez. Lee and Low Books, 2018. 32 pages. 
978-1620145685. 5-7 years. 

Where is the Great Wall? by Patricia Demuth and Who HQ. Illustrated byJerry Hoare. Penguin Workshop 
Publishing, 2015. 112 pages. 978-0448483580.  Ages 8-12. 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin. Little, Brown, 2019. 278 pages. 978-0316038638. 
Ages 8 -11. 

Your Passport to China (World Passport) by Douglas Hustad. Capstone Press, 2020. 32 pages. 
978-1496684011. Ages 8-11. 

Language Learning 
Dim Sum, Please!: A Bilingual English & Cantonese Children's Book by Lin and Edwin Choi. 
Independently published, 2021. 26 pages. 979-8667652083. Ages 2-4. 

First Words - Mandarin 1: 100 Mandarin words to learn by Lonely Planet Kids. Lonely Planet, 2018. 208 
pages. 978-1787012721. Ages 6-8. 

 

Tibet 
Historical Fiction 

Who is the Dalai Lama? by Dana Meachen Rau and Who HQ. Illustrated by Dede Putra. Penguin 
Workshop, 2018. 112 pages. 978-1101995549. Ages 8 to 12. 
 
The Extraordinary Life of His Holiness the Fourteenth Dalai Lama: An Illuminated Journey by Rima 
Fujita. Wisdom Publications, 2021. 52 pages. 978-1614297499. Ages 10 and up. 

The Seed of Compassion: Lessons from the Life and Teachings of His Holiness the Dalai Lama by His 
Holiness Dalai Lama. Puffin, 2021. 978-0241456989. Ages 3-7. 
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Taiwan 
Contemporary Story 

 
Amah Faraway by M. Greanias. Illustrated by Tracy Subisak. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2022. 40 pages. 
9781547607211. Ages 3-8. 

I Dream of Popo by Livia Blackburne. Illustrated by Julia Kuo. Roaring Brook Press, 2021. 40 pages. 
9781250249319. Ages 3-8. 

This Is Not My Home by Vivienne Chang and Eugenia Yoh. Illustrated by Vivienne Chang and Eugenia 
Yoh. Little, Brown, 2023. 48 pages. 978-0316377102. Ages 4-7. 

Hong Kong 
History/Historical Fiction 

Three Years and Eight Months by Icy Smith. Illustrated by Jennifer Kindert. East West Discovery, 2013. 
44 pages. 9780985623784. Ages 7-10. 

 

North Korea/South Korea 
Contemporary Stories 
I Am the Subway by Hyo-eun Kim. Translated by Deborah Smith. Illustrated by Hyo-eun Kim. 
Scribble/Scribe, 2021. 52 pages. 9781950354658. Ages 4-7. 

Living in South Korea by Chloe Perkins. Illustrated by Tom Woolley. Simon Spotlight, 2017. 32 pages. 
978-1534401426. Ages 5-7. 

Look Up! by Jung JinHo. Translated from Korean by Mi Hyun Kim. U.S. edition: Holiday House, 2016. 
32 pages. 9780823436521. Ages 4-8. 

Mindy Kim and the Lunar New Year Parade by Lyla Lee. Aladdin, 2020. 96 pages. 978-1534440104. 
Ages 6-9. 
 
Mommy’s Hometown by Hope Lim. Illustrated by Jaime Kim. Candlewick, 2022. 32 pages.  
978-1-5362-1332-4. Ages 3-7. 

The Ocean Calls: A Haenyeo Mermaid Story by Tina Cho. Illustrated by Jess X. Snow. Kokila, 2020. 40 
pages. 9781984814869. Ages 5-8. 

When You Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller. Random House, 2020. 304 pages. 9781524715700. Ages 9-12. 

History/Historical Fiction/Folklore 
All About Korea by Ann Martin Bowler. Illustrated by SooSooNam Barg. Tuttle Publishing, 2018. 64 
pages. 978-0804849388. Ages 9-12. 
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Brother’s Keeper by Julie Lee. Holiday House, 2020. 314 pages. 9780823444946. Ages 9-12. 

The Legend of Hong Kil Dong: Outlaw Hero of Korea/the Robin Hood of Korea by Anne Sibley O'Brien. 
Charlesbridge, 2008. 48 pages. 978-1580893039. Ages 9-12. 

The Trip Back Home by Janet S. Wong. Illustrated by Bo Jia. Harcourt Children’s Books, 2000. 32 pages. 
978-0152007843.  Ages baby - 3. 

The Turtle Ship by Helena Ku Rhee. Illustrated by Colleen Kong-Savage. Shens Books & Supplies, 2018. 
32 Pages. 978-1885008909. Ages 5-8. 

Korean Celebrations by Tina Cho. Illustrated by Farida Zaman. Tuttle Publishing, 2019. 978-0804846943. 
Ages 8-12.  

South Korea (Pogo Books: All Around the World)  by Joanne Mattern. Jump!, Inc., 2018. 24 pages. 
978-1624969256. Ages 7-10. 

South Korea Travel Guide for Kids by Dinobibi Publishing. Dinobibi Publishing, 2019. 51 pages. 
978-1080788446. Ages 8-12. 

Tiny Feet Between the Mountains by Hanna Cha. Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2019. 
978-1534429925. Ages 4-8. 

What Will You Be, Sara Mee? by Kate Aver Avraham. Illustrated by Anne Sibley O'Brien. Charlesbridge, 
2010. 32 pages. 978-1580892117. Ags 4-8. 

Where's Halmoni? By Julie Kim. Little Bigfoot, 2017. 96 pages. 978-1632170774. Ages 3-7. 

Your Passport to South Korea (World Passport) by Nancy Dickmann. Capstone Pr Inc, 2021. 32 pages. 
978-1496697219. Ages 8-11. 

Language Learning 
My First Korean Dictionary by Mihee Song. Hippocrene Books, 2019. 92 pages. 978-0781813945. Ages 
5-8.  

Learn Korean – The Language Workbook for Beginners: An Easy, Step-by-Step Study Book and Writing 
Practice Guide for Learning How to Read, Write, and ... Inside!) (Elementary Korean Language Books) 
by Jennie Lee. MAR+LOWE, 2021. 152 pages. 978-1838291648. Ages 0-12. 

Japan 
Contemporary Stories 
Hannah’s Night by Komako Sakai. Translated from Japanese by Cathy Hirano. U.S. edition: Gecko Press, 
2014. 32 pages. 9781877579547. Ages 2-5. 

Hi, Koo! By Jon J. Muth. Scholastic Press, 2014. 32 pages. 978-0545166683.  Ages 4-8.  

I Live in Tokyo by Mari Takabayashi. HMH Books for Young Readers, 2004. 32 pages. 978-0618494842. 
Ages 4-7. 
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It Began with a Page: How Gyo Fujikawa Drew the Way by Kyo Maclear. Harper Collins, 2019. 48 
pages. 978-0062447623. Ages 4-8. 

Let’s Learn Japanese by Aurora Cacciapuoti. Chronicle Books, 2019. 48 pages. 978-1452166254. Ages 
4-8.  

My First Book of Japanese Words by Michelle Haney Brown. Illustrated by Aya Padron. Tuttle 
Publishing, 2017. 32 pages. 978-0804849531. Ages 3-8. 

Noodles on a Bicycle by Kyo Maclear. Illustrated by Gracey Zhang. Random House Studio, 2024. 32 
pages. 978-0-593-70608-4. Ages 4-8 years. 

Ojiichan’s Gift by Chieri Uegaki. Illustrated by Genevieve Simms. Kids Can Press, 2019. 32 pages. 
9781771389631. Ages 5-8. 

Over the Ocean by Taro Gomi. Translated from Japanese by Chronicle Books. U.S. edition: Chronicle 
Books, 2016. 32 pages. 9781452145150. Ages 3-6. 

Patience, Miyuki: (intergenerational picture book ages 5-8 teaches life lessons of learning how to wait, 
Japanese art and scenery) by Roxane Marie Galliez. Illustrated by Seng Soun Ratanavanh. Princeton 
Architectural Press, 2019. 32 pages. 978-1616898434. Ages 5-8. 

Suki’s Kimono by Chieri Uegaki. Illustrated by Stephane Jorisch. Kids Can Press, 2005. 32 pages. 
978-1553377528. Ages 4-8. 

Take Me Out to the Yakyu by Aaron Meshon. Atheneum, 2013. 36 pages. 9781442441774. Ages 3-6. 

Temple Alley Summer by Sachiko Kashiwaba. Translated by Avery Fischer Udagawa. illustrated by Miho 
Satake. Yonder, 2021. 232 pages. 9781632063038. Ages 8-12. 

Thank You, Miyuki by Roxane Marie Galliez. Illustrated by Seung Son Ratanavanh. Princeton 
Architectural Press, 2020. 32 pages. 978-1616899011. Ages 5-8. 

The Big Bath House by Kyo Maclear. Illustrated by Gracey Zhang. Random House Studio, 2021. 32 
pages. 9780593181959. Ages 3-7 

The Boring Book by Yoshitake Shinsuke. Translated from Japanese. U.S. edition: Chronicle, 2019. 32 
pages. 978-1452174563. Ages 3-7. 

 
The Complete Story of Sadako Sasaki: and the Thousand Paper Cranes by Masahiro Sasaki and Sue 
DiCicco. Tuttle Publishing, 2020. 148 pages. 978-4805316177. Ages 9-12. 

The Lost Kitten by Lee Lee. Illustrated by Komako Sakai. Translated from Japanese by Cathy Hirano. 
U.S. edition: Gecko Press, 2017. 36 pages. 9781776571260. Ages 3-6. 

The Sound of Silence by Katrina Goldsaito. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2016. 40 pages. 
978-0316203371. Ages 4-8. 

Thirty Minutes Over Oregon: A Japanese Pilot's World War II Story by Marc Tyler Nobleman. Illustrated 
by Melissa Iwai. Clarion Books, 2018. 40 pages. 978-0544430761. Ages 6-9. 
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The Mochi Makers by Sharon Fujimoto-Johnson. Beach Lane Books, 2024. 32 pages. 978-1665931540. 
Ages 0-8. 

The Phone Booth in Mr. Hirota’s Garden by Heather Smith. Illustrated by Rachel Wada. Orca, 2019. 32 
pages. 9781459821033. Ages 5-9. 

The Tiny Traveler: Japan by Misti Kenison. Sky Pony, 2016. 24 pages. 978-1510704725. Ages 0-2. 

Tokyo: A Book of Senses by Ashley Evanson. Penguin Workshop, 2019. 14 pages. 978-1524792336. Ages 
3-5.  

Wait! Wait! by Hatsue Nakawaki. Illustrated by Komako Sakai. Translated from Japanese by Yuki 
Kaneko. U.S. edition: Enchanted Lion, 2013. 24 pages. 9781592701384. Ages 2-5. 

Yayoi Kusama Covered Everything in Dots and Wasn’t Sorry by Fausto Gilberti. Phaidon Press, 2020. 48 
pages. 978-1838660802. Ages 4-7.  

Zen Shorts by Jon J. Muth. Scholastic Press, 2005. 40 pages. 978-0439339117. Ages 4-8. 

Zen ties by Jon J. Muth. Scholastic Press, 2008. 40 pages. 978-0439634250. Ages 4-8.  

History/Historical Fiction/Folklore 
All About Japan by Willamarie Moore. Illustrated by Kazumi Wilds. Tuttle Publishing, 2017. 64 pages. 
978-4805314401. Ages 8-12.  

Barbed Wire Baseball: How One Man Brought Hope to the Japanese Internment Camps of WWII by 
Marissa Moss. Harry N. Abrams, 2016. 48 pages. 978-1419720581. Ages 6-9. 

Fish for Jimmy by Katie Yamasaki. Holiday House, 2019. 40 pages. 978-0823444311. Ages 6-9. 

FolkTales From Japan by Florence Sakade. Illustrated by Yoshio Hayashi. Tuttle Publishing, 2020. 80 
pages. 978-4805314722. Ages 5-10. 

Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say. Clarion Books, 2008. 32 pages. ‎ 0547076800. Ages preschool-3. 

Hachiko by Pamela S. Turner. Illustrated by Yan Nascimbene. HMH Books for Young Readers, 2009. 32 
pages. 978-0547237558. Ages 4-7.  

Honda: The Boy Who Dreamed of Cars by Mark Weston. Illustrated by Kate Yamasaki. Lee & Low 
Books, 2014. 32 pages. 978-1620141915. Ages 6-11.  

Japan (Pogo Books: All Around the World) by Jessica Dean. Jump!, Inc. 2018. 24 pages. 
978-1624969164. Ages 7-10. 

Japanese Traditions by Setsu Broderick and Willamarie Moore. Illustrated by Setsu Broderick. Tuttle 
Publishing, 2010. 48 pages. 978-4805310892. Ages 7-12. 

Japan Travel Guide for Kids by Dinobibi Publishing. Dinobibi Publishing, 2019. 32 
pages.978-1072017417. Ages 3-8. 

Kamishibai Man by Allen Say. Walter Lorraine Books / Houghton Mifflin, 2005. 32 pages. 0618479546. 
Ages 5-8. 
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Let's Look at Japan (Let's Look at Countries) by A.M. Reynolds. Capstone Press, 2020. 24 pages. 
978-1977103840. Ages 4-8. 

Magic Ramen: The Story of Momofuku Ando by Andrea Wang. Illustrated by Kana Urbanowicz. Little 
Bee Books, 2019. 40 pages. 978-1499807035. Ages 4-8. 

Paper Wishes by Lois Sepahban. Square Fish, 2017.  192 pages. 978-1250104144. Ages 9-12. 

Peach Girl by Raymond Nakamura. Illustrated by Rebecca Bender. Pajama Press, 2014. 32 pages. 
9781927485583. Ages 4-8. 

Shipwrecked! The True Adventures of a Japanese Boy by Rhoda Blumberg. HarperCollins, 2001. 80 
pages. 0688174841. Ages 8–14. 

Tsunami! by Kimiko Kajikawa. Illustrated by Ed Young. Philomel, 2009. 32 pages. 9780399250064. Ages 
5-9. 

Wabi Sabi by Mark Reibstein. Illustrated by Ed young. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2008. 40 
pages. 978-0316118255. Ages 4-8. 

Welcome to Japan by Caryn Jenner. DK Children, 2020. 24 pages. 978-1465493217. Ages 7-9. 

What Was the bombing of Hiroshima? by Jess Brallier. Illustrated by Tom Foley. Penguin Workshop, 
2020. 112 pages. 978-1524792657. Ages 8-12. 

Yukie's Island: My Family's World War II Story by Yukie Kimura, Kōdo Kimura, and Steve Sheinkin. 
Roaring Brook Press, 2023. 48 pages. 978-1250206503. Ages 5-8. 

Language Learning 
First Words - Japanese 1: 100 Japanese words to learn by Lonely Planet Kids. 208 pages. Lonely Planet, 
2018. 978-1787012707. Ages 6-8. 

 

East Asia in the Upper Midwest - Center for East Asian Studies  UW-Madison       32 


	 
	East Asia in the Upper Midwest Library Program 
	Evaluation criteria 
	Application 

	 
	East Asian Materials 2026 Listing 
	Table of Contents 

	Adults  
	China  
	1. Nonfiction 
	The Chinese Computer: A Global History of the Information Age by Thomas S. Mullaney. MIT Press, 2024. 
	2.       Fiction - modern 
	3. Fiction – classics 
	4.       Film 

	Tibet 
	1.       Fiction  
	2. Non fiction 
	2. Films/CDs/DVDs 

	Hong Kong 
	1.       Non fiction  
	2.       Fiction 
	3.       Film 

	Taiwan 
	1.       Fiction 
	2.       Non-fiction 
	3.       Film 

	Korea 
	1.       Non-fiction 
	2.       Fiction 
	3. Manhwa 
	4.       Film 

	 
	Japan 
	1.       Non-fiction 
	2.       Fiction - Modern 
	3. Manga 
	4. Fiction - Classics 
	5.       Film/Anime 

	Trans-Asia 

	Middle/High School Age 
	China 
	Taiwan 
	North Korea/South Korea 
	Japan 
	Film 

	Trans-Asia 

	Pre K – Elementary Age 
	China 
	Contemporary Stories 
	History/Historical Fiction/Folklore 
	Language Learning 

	Tibet 
	Taiwan 
	Hong Kong 
	North Korea/South Korea 
	Contemporary Stories 
	History/Historical Fiction/Folklore 
	Language Learning 

	Japan 
	Contemporary Stories 
	History/Historical Fiction/Folklore 
	Language Learning 



