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Introductions

In the Zoom chat, please let us know:

● (Your name)
● Where you are and what you teach (language, level, etc.)
● Something you’d like to learn today
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Introductions



Ice-breaker



Ice-breaker Let’s pretend that this is your body ☺



Ice-breaker
● What language(s) do you 

speak? 
● What languages can you 

understand but not use? 
● What language have you 

forgotten, or know only 
a little? 

● What language(s) do you 
dream about? Or dream 
in?

● What other language(s) 
are part of you?

Use the chat tool to describe 
where your languages belong 
in your body



Polish

English

Español

한국어

日本語









Adami et al. (2020), “PanMeMic Manifesto”

“The pandemic has unprecedented effects on 
the ways we organise and regulate all aspects 
and domains of our social lives, including how 
to conduct activities, how to interact with 
others, and how to manage space – both 
offline and online, as well as in the porous lines 
between these two types of environment” (p. 3).



Discuss in the chat…
● What are some ways that the pandemic has impacted 

your students’ language learning?
● What have been your biggest challenges in creating 

rich learning environments for your students? 



Goals for this workshop

1. Consider the benefits of spatial literacies and 
place-based projects for L2 learning

2. Gain conceptual and hands-on familiarity with a 
framework for enhancing spatial literacies in your 
teaching

3. Reflect upon and develop place-based learning 
practices you’re already doing



Conceptual starting points:
 

Spatial literacies and 
place-based learning



ACTFL National Standards for FL 
Education

● Communication
● Cultures
● Connections
● Comparisons
● Communities: “Students use the language 

both within and beyond the school setting”



Communities: the lost “C”?

“The most striking, and troublesome, feature 
emerging from this comparison [of student 
and educator rankings of the 5 Standards] is 
that for students the Communities 
Standards were first; for teachers they were 
last” (Magnan, Murphy, Sahakyan & Kim, 
2012, p. 177)



Multiliteracies

“[a broadening of the] understanding of 
literacy and literacy teaching and learning to 
include negotiating a multiplicity of 
discourses” 

New London Group, 1996, p. 61



New London Group (1996), “A pedagogy of multiliteracies”



New London Group (1996), “A pedagogy of multiliteracies”

Linguistic 
Design

Audio 
Design

Spatial 
Design

Visual
Design

Gestural
Design



New London Group (1996), “A pedagogy of multiliteracies”
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New London Group (1996), “A pedagogy of multiliteracies”



New London Group (1996), “A pedagogy of multiliteracies”



New London Group (1996), “A pedagogy of multiliteracies”



Consider... 
● What’s an example of a classroom activity you’ve done 

that involved a non-linguistic design element(s)?
● How did the multimodal design elements change the 

nature of language learning and use? 



Space in Second Language Acquisition

“Globally, the where of second language learning is 

about who gets to learn second languages in various 

parts of the world, which languages they learn, their 

learning purposes and the competencies they develop. 

Locally, it is about the ways in which individuals use 

spatially located resources for purposes of second 

language learning” (Benson, 2021, p. 3-4).



This is not the “space” 
we’re talking about.



For our purposes, space is…

● created through discursive interactions. 
It's about “inter-relations”

● "the sphere of the possibility of the 
existence of multiplicity"

● always under construction

Massey, 2005



‘Spatialization’ in literacy research 

“When we use words, we are always situating 
ourselves; when we read contexts, we are 
always reading words and discursive relations 
extending into other space-times” (Sheehy & 
Leander 2004, p. 3).



‘Spatialization’ in literacy research 

“human language is done in placed, material 
contexts of use, and performed and 
interpreted across many different, often 
non-linear, timescales that differ to those of 
speech and written words” (Mills, 2016, p. 71)



Spatial literacies 

Students’ ability to understand 
and create inter-relationships of 
meanings in place and time, 
while drawing upon their entire 
communicative repertoire



Place-based learning 

Learning activities designed to 
take into account the particular 
geographic, historical, cultural, 
political, and material/virtual 
contexts of communication



A few other resources

● Language learning  “beyond the classroom” (Benson & 
Reinders, 2011, Nunan & Richards, 2015)

● Language learning “in the wild” (Polinsky & Kagan, 2007; 
Theodórsdóttir, 2018)

● Social pedagogies & living literacies (Thorne & Dubreil, 2017; 
Warner & Michelson 2018)

● Ethnography in language learning (e.g., Roberts et al., 2001)
● Environmental print studies (Goodman, 1980; Masonheimer, 

Drum & Ehri, 1984; Bever, 2012)



● What experiences do you have with place-based teaching and 

learning? Examples might include…

○ Community-based learning projects 

○ Virtual/online exchanges

○ Self-guided learning support

○ Study abroad  

● What are the successes and challenges you’ve faced in your 

initiatives? 

● Please share any activities or projects you can on this editable Google doc: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MxfCfnedl3zdzgIhFPQhVL76tfBt
Q2CZlwS4pNEGVOg/edit?usp=sharing 

Let’s share

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MxfCfnedl3zdzgIhFPQhVL76tfBtQ2CZlwS4pNEGVOg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MxfCfnedl3zdzgIhFPQhVL76tfBtQ2CZlwS4pNEGVOg/edit?usp=sharing


A word about technology



What tools do 
you use to 
facilitate 
students’ 
interactions 
with people and 
places both far 
and near?

(see, e.g., 
Cutshall 2012)



What tools do 
you use to 
facilitate 
students’ 
interactions 
with people and 
places both far 
and near?

(see, e.g., 
Cutshall 2012)



What tools do you use 
to facilitate students’ 
interactions with 
people and places both 
far and near?

How can you use 
technology to 
enhance and/or 
transforming your 
pedagogy?
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Practical beginnings:
 

A framework for enhancing 
spatial literacies in your teaching 



For our purposes, space is…

● created through discursive interactions. 
It's about “inter-relations”

● "the sphere of the possibility of the 
existence of multiplicity"

● always under construction

Massey, 2005



For our purposes, space is…

created through discursive interactions. 
It's about “inter-relations”

"the sphere of the possibility of the 
existence of multiplicity"

always under construction

Massey, 2005



How do we do 
“inter-relations” and 
multiplicity in our 
language classrooms?



How do we do 
“inter-relations” and 
multiplicity in our 
language classrooms?

ACTFL’s World Readiness Standards for 
Learning Languages



How do we do 
“inter-relations” and 
multiplicity in our 
language classrooms?

ACTFL’s World Readiness Standards for 
Learning Languages



How do we do 
“inter-relations” and 
multiplicity in our 
language classrooms?



A model for teaching spatial literacies 
and place-based learning



Teach space as…



Lefebvre (1991)
Teach space as…



Lefebvre (1991)

Trumper-
Hecht 
(2010)

Teach space as…



Lefebvre (1991)

Trumper-
Hecht 
(2010)

Teach space as…

Malinowski 
(2015)



Analysis of Arab and Jewish walkers’ 
perceptions of Arabic & Hebrew in Upper 
Nazareth:
1. Investigation of official policy
2. Documentation of LL as visible to the 

researcher, and reading 1) in light of 2)
3. Surveys and interviews with everyday 

residents, reading 1) and 2) in light of 3)

Nira Trumper-Hecht (2010), “LL in mixed cities in Israel from the 

perspective of ‘walkers’: The case of Arabic”



“We believe that in order to arrive at a deeper 

theoretical understanding of the LL as a 
sociolinguistic-spatial phenomenon, as well as 
gain a more comprehensive insight into the LL 
in specific contexts, a study of all three 
dimensions and the ways in which they may be 
interrelated is required” (p. 237)

Nira Trumper-Hecht (2010), “LL in mixed cities in Israel from the 

perspective of ‘walkers’: The case of Arabic”





























What do you see and hear and 
smell inside this classroom? 
Who is here, and what are they 
doing? 
What techniques and materials 
are being used? 
How does it seem to be going?



Think of ways to facilitate students’ 
● observation
● listening
● sensing through other means
● recording of people, places, events 

and things that are perceptible to 
them…



Think of ways to facilitate students’ 
● observation
● listening
● sensing through other means
● recording of people, places, events 

and things that are perceptible to 
them…

Discuss in the chat: 
● Have you done these 

kinds of activities with 
your students already? 

● What have you done, and 
how did it go?



What do you see, hear, and sense around you right now?

1. Describe one thing in your room that you think is unique
   - OR - 

2. Take a picture of it
3. Post in the chat and discuss













What are the rules and policies in 
this classroom? 
Who do they apply to? 
For what purposes was this 
classroom designed and built?
What changes to these have taken 
place over time? 



Think of ways to facilitate students’ 
● research from ‘official’ sources
● categorizing 
● mapping 
● visualizing
● Other techniques of top-down 

understanding



Think of ways to facilitate students’ 
● research from ‘official’ sources
● categorizing 
● mapping 
● visualizing
● Other techniques of top-down 

understanding

Discuss in the chat: 
● Have you done these 

kinds of activities with 
your students already? 

● What have you done, and 
how did it go?



https://fielddaylab.wisc.edu/ 



https://fielddaylab.org/make/aris/ 

No longer 
supported 
but worth 
reading 
about!

https://fielddaylab.org/make/aris/


https://siftr.org/ceas/ 
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Want to try? 
1. Visit https://siftr.org/ and use the website or download 

the app
2. Create a username and password 
3. Login and visit https://siftr.org/ceas/ or search for “2022 

CEAS Workshop” from the Siftr homepage
4. Click or tap the “+” button to add an image
5. Choose a category for your post
6. Add a caption
7. Take a picture
8. Click or tap “post”











How do you feel when you’re in this 
room? 
What memories, associations, or 
imaginings does it bring up for you? 
If this place had a personality, what 
would it be?



Think of ways to facilitate students’ 
artistic or poetic engagements with place:
● drawing
● acting
● dancing
● storytelling
● creating
● protesting
● enacting
● imagining



Think of ways to facilitate students’ 
artistic or poetic engagements with place:
● drawing
● acting
● dancing
● storytelling
● creating
● protesting
● enacting
● imagining

Discuss in the chat: 
● Have you done these 

kinds of activities with 
your students already? 

● What have you done, and 
how did it go?



Let’s try…

1. Choose one person’s picture or description of a unique 
object in their room

2. Write three words that their object makes you feel, or 
remember, or imagine. (What associations do you have?)

3. Use the Zoom chat to private chat them and tell them 
your three words



In conclusion
 

Spatial literacies and 
place-based learning: 

Where do we go from here? 



Goals for this workshop

1. Consider the benefits of spatial literacies and 
place-based projects for L2 learning

2. Gain conceptual and hands-on familiarity with a 
framework for enhancing spatial literacies in your 
teaching

3. Reflect upon and develop place-based learning 
practices you’re already doing





https://www.google.com/earth/education/tools/

https://www.google.com/earth/education/tools/


Prof. Julie Sykes (UO)
Prof. Chris Holden (UNM, ABQ)
http://mentira.org/ (see https://localgameslababq.wordpress.com) 

http://survivethefuturepast.blogspot.com/

https://fielddaylab.org/make/aris/ 

http://mentira.org/
https://localgameslababq.wordpress.com/projects/mentira/
http://survivethefuturepast.blogspot.com/
https://fielddaylab.org/make/aris/


Linguistic landscape observation prompts 
from Rowland (2013)

1. What type of sign is it (e.g. advertisement, road sign, map, 
menu, etc.)?

2. Where is the sign located (e.g. residential area, near a train 
station, etc.)?

3. Who made the sign (e.g. a shop, a restaurant, the police, a 
private citizen, etc.)?

4. Who is the intended audience of the sign? 
5. Why do you think English is used on the sign? 
6. Why do you think Japanese is not used in place of English on 

the sign?



Elementary school language awareness 
activities from Dagenais et al. (2009)
● Neighborhood descriptions and exchange of narrative texts with partner 

schools in other cities/regions
● Drawings of familiar or favorite places and elicitation by T of languages seen, 

heard in these places
● Students’ examination of corpus of LL photos compiled by teacher/researchers
● Walking, observation, note-taking on “three dimensions of the LL that include 

the geographical, the sociological, and the linguistic aspects of the geosemiotic 
system” and chart these using X-Y coordinate system

● Students’ own neighborhood photography, documentation of linguistic 
diversity

● Hand-drawn mapping activities
● Discussion, writing activities on questions of legitimacy and illegitimacy, power 

and representation in neighborhood spaces



Multiliteracies learning in high school: Burwell & 
Lenters (2015) 



Korean-English linguistic landscape 
telecollaboration (Malinowski 2010)
An extra-credit, online forum exchange between U.S. university students of beginning & 

intermediate Korean and Korean university students of intermediate English to view and 

discuss photos of signs, advertisements, billboards, and other LL elements to cultivate 

awareness of linguistic, cultural diversity



Korean-English linguistic landscape telecollaboration (Malinowski 2010)



Korean-English linguistic landscape telecollaboration (Malinowski 2010)



Korean-English linguistic landscape telecollaboration (Malinowski 2010)



Korean-English linguistic landscape telecollaboration (Malinowski 2010)



But you don’t need a 
spaceship to ‘go to 
space’



Spatial literacies 

Students’ ability to understand 
and create inter-relationships of 
meanings in place and time, 
while drawing upon their entire 
communicative repertoire



Place-based learning 

Learning activities designed to 
take into account the particular 
geographic, historical, cultural, 
political, and material/virtual 
contexts of communication



How do we do 
“inter-relations” and 
multiplicity in our 
language classrooms?



Think of ways to facilitate students’ 
artistic or poetic engagements with place: 
drawing, acting, dancing, storytelling, creating, 
protesting, imagining

Think of ways to facilitate students’ 
● research from ‘official’ sources
● categorizing 
● mapping 
● visualizing
● Other techniques of top-down 

understanding

Think of ways to facilitate students’ 
● observation
● listening
● sensing through other means
● recording of people, places, events and 

things that are perceptible to them…
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